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ROBERT SURRAGE, JOHN DEMPSEY, JOHN BECK, 

JOSEPH ELLIOT, MALACHI CLINTON, 

AND PATRICK LYNCH, 
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MURDER. 
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SiE WILLIAM RAE, Bart. HIS MAJESTY'S ADVOCATE. 
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Counklfor the pAjr»EU. 

WILLIAM MENZIES, Esq. AdvocaXei 

Mesirs Wm. BALFOUR, & R. CHALMERS, W. & Joint Agzxvs. 



Lord Justice-Clerk. — Robert Surrage, John Dempsey, 
John Beck, Joseph Elliot, Malachi Clinton, and Patrick 
Lynch, — attend to the Indictment against you now to be 
read. 

. ** Robert Surrage, John . Deinpsey, John Becl^ Joseph 
Elliot, Malachi Clinton, and Patrick Lyiwfa, now, or lately 
prisoners in the gaol of Greenodi:, you and each of you are 
indicted and accused, at the instance of Sit WiHiam Rae, 



of St Catharines, Baronet, His Majesty's Advocate, for His 
Majesty's interest ; That albeit, by the laws of this and every 
other well governed realo), the >wickedly and maliciously dis- 
charging loaded fire-arms at any of the lieges, as also mur- 
der, are crimes of a heinous i^ature, and severely punishable : 
Yet true it is and of verity, that you the said Robert Surrage, 
John Dempsey, John Be;ck, Joseph Elliot, Malachi Clinton, 
and Patrick Lynch, are all and each, or one or more of you, 
guilty of the said crimes, or of one or other of them, actors 
or actor, or art and part. In so far as you the said Robert 
Surrage, John Dempsey, John Beck, Joseph Elliot, Mala- 
clii Clinton, and Patrick Lyndh, upon the thirtieth day of 
July, eighteen hundred and twenty, or on one ox other of the 
days of that month, or of June, immediately preceding, or of 
August, immediately following; did all and each, or one or 
more of you, wickedly and maliciously discharge several 
shots from loaded guns or firelocks from a window of a house 
or room in Shannon's Close, leading from Shaw or Low- 
street to the breast df the old East Harbour, in the town of 
Greenock and county of Renfrew, or from the immediate 
vicinity of the said house or room, which house or room 
was then occupied by Frank or Francis Quin, porter in 
Greenock, at sundry of the lieges, then in the said close, or 
immediate vicinity thereof; and particularly at Robert 
Simpson and Henry Pearson, both then quay-watchmen in 
Greenock, and at Archibald Morrison, mariner in Greenock, 
son of Robert Morrison, residing in Stewart-street, Gree- 
nock; in consequence of which shots so discljarged, the said 
Robert Simpson, Henry Pearson, and Archibald Morrison, 
were all mortally wounded, and the said Robert Simpson 
died upon the spot, and the said Henry Pearson died about 
two hours thereafter, and the said Archibald Morrison about 
twelve hours thereafter, and were all thus murdered by you 
the said Robert Surrage, John Dempsey, John Beck, Joseph 
Elliot, Malachi Clinton, and Patrick Lynch : And you the 
said Robert Surrage, John Dempsey, and Patrick Lynch, 
"having been apprehencjed and carried before Claud Marshall, 
Esq. Sheriff substitute of the lower ward of Renfrewshire, 
did in his presence, (it Greenock, on the thirty-^irst day of 
July aforesaid, each of you emit a declaration, which decla- 
rations were signed in presence of each of you respectively 
by the said Sheriff-substitute, you having aU declared *you 
could npt write ; and yoii the said John Beck, Joseph .Elliot, 
and Malachi Clinton, having been apprehended and carried 
.befone the said Sheiiff-substitute, did each of you in'his pre^ 



sence at (jreenock, emit and subscribe a declaration on tte 2d 
day of August aforesaid; all which declarations being to be used 
in evidence against each of you respectively by whom the same 
were emitted, as also three certificates, one of Robert Simp- 
son's case, one of Henry Pearson's case, aud one of Archibald 
Morrison's case, all dated * Greenofck, 30th July 1820,' and 
signed * J, B. Kirk, M. D. William Sharp, surgeon :' also 
•two guns or firelocks, and a small parcel of gunpowder arid 
ball, being to be used in evidence against all and each of 
you, will be lodged in due time in the hands of the clerk of 
the High Court of . Justiciary, before which you are to be 
tried, that you may haye an opportunity of seeing the same : 
At least time and place foresaid, loaded fire-arms were wick- 
edly and maliciously discharged by you the said Robert Sur- 
rage, John De'mpsey, John Beck, Joseph Elliot, Malachi 
* Clinton and Patrick Lynch, or one or more of you, at sun- 
dry of the lieges, and particularly at the said Robert Simpson, 
Henry Pearson, and Archibald Morrison, who were then 
and thereby murdered by you the said Robert Surrage, 
John Dempsey, John Beck, Joseph Elliot, Malachi Clinton, 
and Patrick Lynch, or one or more of you: All which, or 
part thereof, being found proven by the verdict of an as- 
size before the Lord Justice-General, Lord Justice-Clerk, 
and Lords Commissioners of Justiciary, you the said Robert 
Surrage, John Dempsey, John Beck, Joseph Elliot, Ma- 
lachi Clinton, and Patrick Lynch, ou^ght to be punished 
with the pains of law, to deter others from committinc^ the 
like crimes in all . time coming. *^ 

H. Home Drummond, A. D, 



LIST OF WITNESSES. 



. Claud Marshall, Esq. Sheriff-sub-. 
stitute of the Lower Ward of 
Renfrew-shire. 

George Williamson, Procurator- 
fiscal, at Greenock. 

William Currie, Clerk in the 

. Sheriff-clerk's-offige, Greenock. 

James Balderstone Kirk, doctor 
of medicine, physician, in Gree- 
nock. 

William Slmrp, surgeon there. 

John Spears, physician, there. 

Muter Mitchell, residing with 



Helen Orr, his mother, in In- 

nerkip-street, of Greenock. 
John M*Knight, cloth-merchant 

and taylor, in Shaw-street, 

Greenock. 
William Gowans, grocer, there. 
William M'Lurg, sergeant, 
Joseph Wootten, private soldier, 
Andrew Colwell, private soldier, 
Edward Higgins, private soldier — 
All in the ISth regiment of foot, pre- 
sently quarter«d in Edinburgh Castle. 

Flora Muir, daughter to, and re- 






feidlng with Barbara M'Allum, 
in Shannon* s-close, Greenock. 

Alexander Cochran, fisherman, 
residing there. 

Margarejt Campbell, his wife. 

John M*Farlane, ship-master, 
residing in Shannon's-close, 
Greenock. 

Mary Taylor, residing with A- 
lexander Campbell, mariner, 
in East Breast, Greenock. 

John M^Corqudle, pilot, and 
special constable, residing in 
Shaw-street, GreenocL 

Abram, or Abraham Wilson, 
keeper of an eating-house, in 
Shannon's-dose, Greenock. 



Ann M'Audand, wife pf Erank 
or Francis Quin, porter, re- 
siding in Shannon's - dose, 
GreenocL 

John Denniston, mariner, — 
— — Greenodc, 

John Lennox, superintendant of 
police in Greenock. 

Rob^t Robertson, . seaman, xe- 
siding with Robert Bell, lodg- 
ing-house keeper, Shannong- 
close, Greenock. 

John Mlntosh, seaman, residing 

with Peter Adam, lodging-house 

keeper, Shaw's-street, Greenock^ 

H. Home Drummond, A.D. 



LIST OF ASSIZE 

For the Trial of Robert SurragCy John Dempsey^ Jc^n Becky Ji^- 
seph Elliot, Malachi Clinton, aUd Patrici Lynch. 

COUNTY OF EDINBUEGH* 



John Corse Scott of Sinton. 
William Wilkie of Bennington. 
Thomas Rennie Scott, farrtier. 

Airfield. 
George Dickson, farmer,Cousland. 



John Mathieson, farmer, Cous- 

land. 
Robert Lyle, baker, Dalkeith. 
Thomas Hislop, hatter, there. 



COUNTY OF HADDINGTON. 



Eobert Hay of Spott. 
David Pringle of Blegbie. 
Jdm Scott, farmer, Craigielaw. 



William Sheriff, farmer Luffness- 

muir. 
John Reid, farmier, Ballincrieff. 



COUNTY OF LINLITHGOW, 



Alexander Marjoribanks, of Mar- 
joribanks. 

Norman Shairp, younger of Hous- 
ton. 



John Lauder, land-surveyor in 
Linlithgow. 

Stephen Mitchell, senior^ tobac- 
conist there. 

James GleD> distiller, Mains. 



CITY OP EDINBUKGH. 



Aadrew Scott, merchant in Edin- 
burgh. 

Andrew Sievwright, insurance- 
broker tbere. 

Alexander Craig, merchant there.. 

William Henderson, grocer there. 

JiDsi^ LiVin^ton, merchant, 
there. 

Bstev Amot, teardealer, there. 

James Melliss, merchant there. 

Thomas Blackwood, merchant 



John Thomson, bookseller there. 
Alexander Deuchar^ seal-engrav- 
er there. 



John M*Dougall, grocer there, 

Richard Totty, si&-dyer there. 

Robert Penn, cabinet - maker 
there. . 

John Zi^ler, jeweller thece 

William Armstrong, brass-found- 
er there, 

David Henderson, grocer there. 

Henry Armstrong, coppersmith 
there. 

James Liston,, brushmaker there. 

Charles M'Lean, agent there. ^ 

John Yule, bake* there. 

James Johnston, tobacconist 
there. 



TOWN OF LEITH. 



Robert Hutchinson, merchant in 

Leith. 
Jolm BaIlo!i^> doth - merchant 

tljei^e. 
John Biack, agepli tji^r^ 



Walter Rcid> writer there. 
James Scarth, merchant there, 
George G&son, merchant there. 
James Alison, merchant there. • 



Xhe above is the List of Assize Jbr the trial of Rpb^ Surrage^ 
imi o^ers tibwie named, 

GEO. FERGUSSOR .' 
p. MONYPENNY. 
ALEX. M ACaNOCHIE. 



Upon the reading of this indictment, the Lord Justicer 
Clerk now inquired at each of the Pannels, What do you say 
to this ladictmentf are you guilty or not guilty, to .which the^ 
all plead^» Not Guilty. 

LoBD JusTiCE-CtERK. — Have the Counsel for the Panr 
nds any objections to the relevancy of this Indictment ? 

Here Mr Menzies rose and stated, thaJt as the prisoners 
had suffered considerably from the animadversions of the 
public prints, and as they laboured under other disadvantage^ 



fts strangers, not knowing any witnesses^ nor so situated as 
to expect any to volunteer in their behalf, he was desirous 
that the prisoner Malachi Clinton, against whom nothing he 
was certain could be proved, might he put to trial first, in 
order that upon bis acquittal he might be enabled to appe^ 
as a witness in favour of the others, — more particularly as to 
the way in which the scuffle haid commenced. 

The Lord- Advocate admitted, that the evidence was cer-. 
tainly not sufficient to convict the prisoner alluded to, but as 
to the the mode of disposing of the case, he would leave, it' 
in the hands of the bench. 

4it^r a few observations fiK)m the Lord Justice-Clerk, 
Lords Gillies and Pitmilly, the Lord Advocate deserted the. 
diet against Clinton^ as his information did not justify Um de^ 
taining the Court with his trial, and he was accordingly re- 
moved from the Bar. 

Lord Justice -Clerj:. — The uisual interlocutor finding 
the relevancy of the indictment falls now to be pronounced. 

Prisoners, — attend to the interlocutor of relevancy. 

^ The Lord- Justice-Clerk and Lords Commissioners of 

* Justiciary, having considered the indictment raised and 

* pursued at the instance of His Majesty's Advocate, for'Hisr 

* Majesty's interest, against Robert Surrage, John Dempsey^ 
< John Beck, Joseph Elliot, Malachi Clinton, and Patrick 

* Lynch, pannels, find the charge of murder contahi6d in the 

* indictment relevant to infer the pains of law ; but allow the 

* pannels. to prove all fapt? and circumstances that may tend to 

* exculpate them or alleviate their guilt, and remit the pannels 

* witli the indictment, as found relevant to the knowledge of 
^ an assize. D. Boyle, J. P. D.' 

The following Gentlemen were then named as Jurymen : 



John Corse Scott of Sinton. 
WiDiam Wilkie of Bonnington. 
Thomas Rennie Scott, farmer. 

Airfield. 
David Pringle of Blegbie. 
John Scott, farmer, Craigielaw. 



Norman Shairp, younger of Hous- 
ton. ' ' ,' 
James Glen, 'distiller, Main's. ' ' ^ 
Andrew Scotti merchant, EdinK** 
William Henderson, grocer th^e, 
Peter Arnot, tea-dealer there. 



John Thomson, bookseller there. 
Alexander Deuchar, seal-engraver, there; 
William Armstrong, brass-founder there, 
liobert Hutcliinson, merchant in Leith, . 
James Scarth, merchant there. 



9 

EVIDENCE FOU THfi CROWN. 
MOTiK>MiT€RBLL| ieiidii%ni Greenock, ag«d 16 yeftft-«]idl 
upwardly Reodletts, on a nigjhti at 11 o'clock in Summer, of going, 
out to seek hit brother, a saitor, who had returned from the West 
bdiei ; went to the Square, and along the Laigh Street, l^l4 heard 
a noise $ went towards it, at the top of the Highland Close, which is 
opposite to Shannon's Close, mid heard wrangling. When witness 
went up, saw a tall soldier going ufi and down, and calling to the 
rest of' the blue jackets to fight; might be four or six scoters j 
might be sailors or tradesmen to the number of a dozen. Witness 
stood and saw a little soldier come up with a bayonet under his 
white jacket, and bid them torn out to fight; some girls came up, 
and wanted him to go away, but he would not ; the sailors were 
wanting to make peace ; a saflor came over the street with a pair 
of water stoups, and offisred the soldiers half a pint, and bid them 
oome away; one of the soldiers took hold of one of the stoups^ and 
said, < come awayrship^nsatey ail the soldiers and the sailors 
went down Shannon's Close; some of the soldiers went out of sight 
into closes and pkoes. Witness went to head of close* and stood; 
and saw the disturbance begin again ; witness does not know how* 
First thing witness saw waaasoklier knock down a sailor, with a 
water*stoup ; the soldier ran 'in to the laigh house; the sailor roirie 
and ran iii after him; the doer of the house was shut, and people 
called out they were murderiilg the lad; does not know the lad; 
the crowd began to break the dbors and tear off the shutters, and 
to break open the doors and windows ; saw the shutters fieeing 
through the air. Witness then ran up the dose to get out of the 
wi^ for Cmr lie might be hurt, and te see if he could find his bro- 
dier I stood a little, and heard one of the soldiers call, * fire ;' does 
not know where from ; heard a gun fired, and the mob ran up the 
^ose, and said a lad had fallen ; a lad was brought up close ; 
Iward him called Morison; he was all blood; thinks, by the 
voice, that iJie person who called < fire,' was the soldier who 
wanted to %ht. Witness continued at the head of the close; 
saw an old woman running, crying for the guard, and the guard 
came. • Witness previou^hea^ several shots fired; thinks out of 
the window. The guard came, and stopt at the head of the close, 
and called out to. those who were firing, < halt, halt.' Witness 
naight be rather fiEnrther Ikom the window than he is now from 
the coiner of the Court-room, (about 50 feet) ; was standing in 
Laigh Street, peeping iound ^corner; heard or saw no bullets 
come into Laigh Street; the guard went down the close, and the 
same' man that always called out of the window called to the guard 
to take away two or Arte m&OL who were standing in the close, 
which the guard did ; these men had on blue jackets and trowsers; 
the soldiers continued firing after Uie guard went away; but there 
was then nobody in the close ; did not,tlien here any stones thrown 
at that hotfie; heard, two or three men say to go down the dose 
and uke the buggaifsout ; cannot say when this was said ; saw no 
itenes thrown ; people at the foot of (he close called out that theie 
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wasamanhillfflM' pmmcMMiilffmimmtei^nny 

dhsHb* Htd* 6A4ttP;f tfAoi^^wf^ #il^v liiid the- v^itmMdh ^ Ait- tMe 
0mt tf #i»-r ^ ^«te^ ^oM tkmkfih otM out of tke'imicHi^ Mt 
A>dbi£e kaiH^ ivMr-liirkidY tavpr mp^c^ai^ m* mi4 ii^ i# aiitf 
tiH^^xkstrm theiriter*^ Ae^ wefe Ivfii^ ItfltraMr ng^lwHr wtaH 
Ab fllr^oiMcArt fronrtheoppfdte^MIe ariSFsttiy* lijvlbe jHneBgA 

dMif/^tiMW^Bt'to wMrerm«^iPtttidBe»t>ideM«l>AiKhiA^^ 
i«^ la^'fiH^s ;'AiB]dirtMi&«hol7 sair «iiAtyii% deadr^^ p«0fl#:MU 
brwarrwMBhimir; tli^guttdliadl triccmlid ot f^o^iHeAkiMii 
avrajf iir On pktee^ bat dbopiMf^laoif vbiahrkoMe ^ bul^k-wM m« 
tfer boillrtltaittfieflHMwarfrainv saw three- eMriefrjm^^giaMni 
Mtaiil Mlbflgatii^ wen(rMati»lMis**f)Mi^lrl*Bee tiM^i^ 
itad i B e fc 4» iq| i aMdiwey dMeiidb kixm^ Iknridiilljr fntQiier*^crv«d 
MMn^fDdbds WMvwidlel^iHMrMMieiai^ thejrMglitlMfe 
m(|[ dglMsi butuvM^aofr-dKiiil^/ whea- tlie'ttiim AldHA ipeaa 
Atett^^tMjapilenid^to'br^beaitrfdruak' AMfa^end-Ia^Bi 
ilmf^atsitd AeMotei'dfld ^rhUeM •Ar d aMA^dieiaM liite'/a^tdBir 
tot^fMirbd<Mrabed» WHiMi warlaelBagival'tfa&i^ilvdM^ 
M^tmHtwat nikh^m&^ cfrt^ Ml of hiiw WitiMB» doea not kilo# 
%A)idi'df the birb^upraoitAof tbefaih>eb(Stif^^aM J9^^ 
thH^iMil J' eadnOi taj nW bitiieff'oftiH» b Aat-oNnr;* Ather tfalHis 
faris thedfldneiflffisf hhtt(JB>afi/fM0; dee^ hblr tiie uH 

|iMff#a»di^Mbd; (hrnka^ii^^BrjacUiBtaiid^y IfbwBen; eavr the 
«dll hiaki'aflemafdr/diedajaflei^ n^pihy he- ifss tikstM <6iil arid 
dti^; <tt>eirikMknm^a^hiehQrfbetirvlb ifaiiiQtaiitthM^ wai 
mi of c^ tvHr } tMHka Lyhdrwaa ^nfabr witH^ iiii|rdimf> ii ait 

e^dflQEAhlAfat SoiaMra had dbt^ oh thfeir Mtep Had^ia 
adbkai Thb Mldkla wbr^ aU Terjr hgreadU^A-lflce^ ar dis^oied-A 
«Mt^ ptfaca, aibtf theV ir^t dod^ thrcHM^ Witiiterihmkr the 
aaMlarff dtif^t Aaipe^^ntefrahoga-befbrefae' ^9lihe vfi^hom ttowaf 
IhVf ^^ iptekk^v 1 

SUP f Mr mrttJUiikt eUrh Biw vb jAowb Arown* Ht Che hooM 
Mite #]{tdOe'lftfO-fMhg^€iaia^ Aeiiherdid heteeiltty 8totidHhre«Mi 
Watiy time ihAt dtgfte. 

' ibfnr M4Ciaioffyi' ckMfr nerdiana' M Grbenod^' Htes^ ii Odtir 
<itiMtf/ai hMh>f Shariiiil^k'ireihi^, atthe eontfarof HigMandClodB^ 
IW wfQdav toalarr%hc do»m ShandOrfa Cioarr ovdOth-Jul^ drM; 
'^lA tdbarfMT'rhUf {Httf Blaveo^ or J^trt», to get shkivedf; tM atreat 
^ri qllfett Waa' A^MT ibaut MIIF aahohfi and raluniadihaiBaraftar 
iiitifo atHi hotMiMMarmitoeidiha triodoinlo^ 
dllWr at# ioma'tdldfelf MriiadHrlh.taiiBd jteUtif/ tedeoai^siraiidv; 
*& dblaxif; A^f #Sfa ^ir^MlA Bat amRefoad afterwafSr to' lis 
mMhg H ^. WftadBf* tt&^ wiadbw p the nttiaa Mr arbttla htoaw 
i^d^ \ reetll^ed to'^^iMlbwi «aarialdieff9'aiidiiJlora<iB^ 
« IBfilbr bldddCid doWnih Shllftliaft^r Close r dees- not khoariiMi^dr 
Mlbt diilf ft; A ^taPtime^ Mlfr *ai >bnMheik d6vnt savr aparhs^ aa:if 



w 

Hens iPest'fiiP'ffiAfiir; hoaid iiO'iAete>m;€oing*4o giMM>d4iou9e, 4Htt 

ei0oii«MM«atlw^«iill |o^ l^eMioft if i^guafdimuiie; 'peo]^e-w«re^« 

WiAhh0vme,j^o^n^ywi9 a-v4iqe implied '<f 4m -^lac^ ^iere'^ 
86rtbet«t^%tli&9^Qi9e mn^lM^adcnir fitted 4f«'BQ|^9*«ffl9v^V^ 
lpe^4iiidiiK>4Maim60iMv^lhfhi0>Q^ fkai^ was(Aaeed*liiere«l^ 

ambqr^V 'dfAnat4ifear wiedifir ^fM^rd^; annirtket 'f^enj^iii^ffliarn'^ 
a4iian'^l|^'an^i]ayiii«lf4m<Iieiir-ii«aiity-'; -wa84lifeeA%}r-60Bie'.wd ^ 
^l|)d ^a^n^te K>ne ^iewavtfe in eppefiite'ftide 4f <^e ; cfoes iio<^fioi^ 
who it'was ; ^»n^'0B3r«4lbi» was tneHnan-Who '«pdke up 'to^tlve <i^in' 
dMt;<i^0h€^fk<eil«from«the Wk)daw>after'lh»^ at an intervi^'df 
tMro-er^lhrde'iriiouteB i^4ke 'guai^ ^€%atmi6, ^wertt into 4hat .<faot»e 
moA^iodlt one W' two ^mMimifi otwtodj-; «t^theltiBe-B)an«wa6vj^h<it,_ 
ia^ no*Yi6lenee*\mfi ^tgi^mt ^^kfa house t ^thore Hifereti i»ii!Qb6tf 
ifeandkig'dose^o Qimf^ house aeer 'the 'inaiH wilhni li^j^w^yards;; 
Ihkte «(ian<ni)t'#weotly'OppoAitei ralher^rfher €own. IBefore W'^ ' 
jiiem*wenuiht guard/ the^^oj^le sveve '«fttefnptmjg'to4>reak epen'ifael 
lmiise^*aiid4eerifig-demi4tiio Hfhuttens^ 'breakk^ op ^both -door fiti9 
^^hdow^, MMT no ^KOve-^hoeei^M^fi^'H^xr^^ tifber^llie ma^ 
few, ♦ Ihe 'Crowft^as Hl^ays^inep e i Mii pg ; 'didnot see any ofthev person 

€^d Justice OMk, before be went<ibr 'guard *^^o^'mere 
endeavbottpg to* b^ak into febe home, i)y ieaving diF dbe Wiadbw 
ihuttet^, ^. buC aAe# goard^eame saw 4x6 Violenee atfcempleill. 

WFj[/i/tAM«GoWA'Ns) gpoeev-in flhaw"'Stree|, recdileet's t)etween 
12 and 1 at ni^ht, 30th July, of a rotr, wenl to^his door^tmd tew a 
(^kMrMd-a-wpmait doling ^m>lhe ivestward .^'Sbannoflrs €kMe 
to -the eest> and tmpo or •thipee fidldiers ivfidi l^m ; ^ktefi -not Icnow 
iMielher ^ebliers -wore inlo^^eat^dv; ^ne -cff 4he ooldiers ofie^eidto 
lay hands on*the woman^ «id -ihe sailor gave 'him a *8hoye ; adU 
dier seemed aagry, an'd threatened to fight ; the tf^lar and wo* 
man ]^R them ; thesddiers turaied ^wn ^Shannoit'sClose a sm^Q 
bit, imd then turned ^a^k^o-ehe'foot df Highbnd CkiBe^ #faer6 
were'^x or eight inen in HBdflors jackets standing ; oncoPthe soldters 
went 'forward 'and awote^yfhe floiy 'Ghost 'tli^^e would lick any 
one df £hem ; heard none of fhe-safiors-gtve'any'insdHhig language;; 
the 8Eiik>r8 seamed not indmed 'to fight; 'the soldiers went down 
Shannon's Olose With 'two men ^Uko«$tlor5 ; 'thought scuffe over and 
«hut ^his -door ; -in a 4hcft ttme 4ieard a noise like 'fighting, and went 
out, Wid flaw 'three of 'tlie soldiers lying oa the street at the doortf 
<i>ophrah^^8 bouse ; lieatd a man in sailors dress say that he couti 
ikk the whole of 'them ; •one df-th^ three ^dldiers got in atthjB iJtwMC 
*md toon after -a soldier -came out-Ti^Rh something like a iihurp wea- 
<jpon 'in ^18 iiand, and str udk ^bout him in dll dhrections, driving baffle 
ihe-crowd who were4liere?-a sditer standing by, with a pair of wa- 
ter stoupsy lifted One of them and struck tbje «oldier on th^ back v( 
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Ihe head; they struggled a little when the saildr waaf4aiock«4 
down ; saw a woman and some other person drag the saflor into tha 
house of a Robert Bell in an entry on same side with Xidn'ss the 
soldiers ihea went into Cochnne's ; after thesoldien got in* a great 
number of sailors knocked the stoups against the door^ so as to en« 
dotvour to break it open ; the time they were knocking at the door, 
a gun was fiied over the window; shorUy ^er this shot, some peo- 
ple came carrying up a saUor, whom they said was Moi'ison^ and 
that he was severely wounded ; at that time only one shot fired; 
the crowd then dispersed; after the crowd had ^persed heard se- 
veral shots so ^ttick^ that it could not be with one muu^et ; saw a 
gun lying over window but no person ; this a little befiire the guard 
came ; &er firing commenced, a watchman came brfore the whi- 
dowy and said he was a watchman and desired not to fire ; they 
fired, and the watchman immediately fell ; only one shot fired ; the^ 
watchman lay for some time; saw some women take him into 
Stewart's, at which time he was dead ; in the meantime, while he 
was lying, another watchman came up Shannon's Close. ^Vitnesa 
saw him coming up the close ; heard gun or gulls fired ; did not 
see him fall ; there were none other of the crowd near him at the 
time ; at the time no stones, or violence^ or threats ; there was % 
crowd at head of close ; about 25 yards ; was told he was a watch* 
man ; the dress he took to be a watchman's dress, was a short blue 
coat and trowsers ; the guard came and spoke up to the window ; 
4oes not know what they said ; immediately a gun fired ; the guard 
entered the house, atad soon after came out and said they were 
going for a stronger guard ; saw no prisoners with them ; saw guard 
come back and bring out two soldiers, and then go away ; never 
saw th^ guard except on these two occasions ; did not observe them 
have any person in coloured clothes at that time ; thinks an oQcer 
came with the second guard. 

. Cross-Examined, The night was such, you could see a person 
a^t a considerable distance ; did not he^ any say, ^ he was placed 
here by authority,' nor any body froipa the window say, ' who asp 
you V nor any answer ; heard speaking from window, but did not 
besr what it was. 

John ]V1*Farlanb, ship-master in Greenock, lives in Shannon's 
close, opposite Quih's. Witness looked over the window about 
one on Sunday morning in July last, it was dark, but not very ; saw 
some people lying on the street, and some people in light clothes 
thrashing them. Witness asked them if they were going to kill the 
individuals, and called them cowards ; all the viblence was committ- 
ed by the white jackets ; they had some weapon which struck fire 
when struck against the wall : to the best of his recollection, five 
at ]^8t went into Quin*s; saw them in their own room through the 
window take tlieir arms ; there were a few persons then came to the 
door and attempted to break it open ; does not know, what they had 
in their hands ; made a rattle at door. Witness delired them not to 
break door ; one man appeared at the window and fired up the close ; 
did not see any body fall qn first fire. The next thing he recollects, 
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^.w«Hi.feit6K^ ealKng hinn^f a navy officer^ who desfred tli«m to desf st, 
saying he Hraft of their p&rty, all king's men ; saw aflerwards two at 
the window ; saw the last fire, the firing continued. Witness saw no 
inofe than tvKo fire out of the window; cannot, say whether they 
changed or if it was always the .same two who fired ; one he thinks 
oontittiied all the time, but he cannot say what the other did ; after 
first shot, people from window spoke, when any one hove in sight 
a voice from window cried, * Who comes there ?' they said they 
had plenty of ammunition ^ afler the naval officer, a watchman came 
into close from Shaw street, when the men at the window said, 
' Who comes there V he said, * I am the watchman ;' the person 
at window. told him to be off or he woi^ld blow his brains out; he 
said he was called on duty, and that they had no busines with htm ; 

^ the watchman continued to walk down the close, when the man 
wha continued always at the window pointed and fired at him, 
when he immediately muttered something and fell ; several shots 
were fired afterwards; then the guard came; the officer called 
by name^ ' Surrage^ to come down ;. recollects Surrage was one of 
the names but does not recollect the other ; does not recollect the 
answer: the guard entere4; a squabble ensued ; the guard came away : 
-^he thinks they had one prisoner with light* coloured clothes ; in a 
quarter of an hour the guard came back again ; there was firing dur^ 
ing this interval. Witness and Lennox, the Master of Police, then 
went into house with guard ; into Quints ; saw the guard go away 
with fouror fi?e prisoners; spn^e were taken out of the room where 
the prisoners and men were, and from other parts of the house ; when 
the second guard came, one was leaning over the window, the same 
who fired. at the watchman ; saw nobody else fall from a shot ; knew 
Pearson; went about to a house and saw a person lying dead, whom 
he was told was Pearson the watchman ; the business lasted about 
an hour ; the watchman was carried into Stewart's h<HiBe. Witness 
ran and saw a man lying dead ; knew him to be Pearson a watchman ; 
^ard had not been there before watchman was «hot ; thinks the 
tvoioe,of the person who fired from window at watchman was Irish ; 
night was so dark that he could not distinguish the features of men* 
. CrosS'Ex. Never saw any men in light jackets lying, on ground. 
Mary Taylor, residing in Greenock, lived in Shannon's close in 
July, when there was a disturbance ; saw different people she knew \ 
saw Simpscm the watchman ; did not speak to him ; witness went up 
dose ; heard Simpson say he was on his duty ; soldier iisked M4iat was 
Jie ? Simpson rejoined. What was his business? soldier said he would 
<blow his brains out ; and Simpson said < will you,' the gun then went 
!off and Simpson fell ; at the time Simpson was shot he was standing. 
Witness was near to Sitaapson ; four or five feet off; there was none 
aiear, Simpson eiLcept witness ; witness tried to lift Simpson ; he was 
bleeding at right breast ; Pearson was up the dose when Simpson fell, 
4U3id he came down the dose saying, * for God's sake will any body 
.go and assist him ;' and as he was saying these words he was shot 
from the window ; Pearson was taken to one Campbell's in East 
Bveast; Witness went for Dr. Kitk; Pearson said they aimed at 
hm when he was shot. 
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Cros$*&unmia£ Pefnqawim ^mt Vm m^Mtkm^^km^wtrms 
krfefbopapttidoivAttir td^ bottom; (le wftftJoffOHtelo AftoinifM 
dow ; the .dbuUers ^if it «ieoe .^ofaned at ike lameu • t 

Re^&Baminei* WatnetB ^air « iad adion Ae koonr te be^Mmiii ^ 
cacried away.; ,did vkA me Jiim jliot. ' » 

JoHV M^JUHZtDiAyiie^kSiigaii Shaiv^sfer^, (ir«aPAok| mm! ayg*. 
ciW ^onatable ; iiad occasbn to i»e,ap daiie qb 3d^ Jidf ; fajr A^Umi 
mob flit thejbeiid of'.'Sluumoii^i; close.; iB^Sors, aatf .wmno^and^iohik 
dflen.; aaw a door, open, Cocfaraii'^ jdoor,^aiid jQiiiea»aor8 iitiamrihiii 
(Itithe dbor, aDdfthree.ar (ibiir.Kiicye]3'^tliin'^'^ tidMrliAft.ajB«kir 
^dug pa ithe hiroaditfibis^ackjnitbm^libedear/iuidm 
io.; the door wasii^iit aad^bolted^ the \nndiur«»uribcidbtii, «ad<2;iadb 
^ riUhe.QatiieoiitAt(iievwmdoiir4ikQdIo]tlatu](ij^^ 
ad ^hedoor^iO'bedfoccedxypeny jmbidi ^rasattenptediby^teaatibv^^ , 
{HH empty }baiirdl and a {nkpf stoops; viftdle doingvlUsy^a giul (wb iHMi . 
QtttofAbsiiiiadosir. WitjpmtlwBTundoivnitofttatafxstee^a^ 
vards nmot Ao LoDDoac, and <UieB to.guafdibouBe. WitaeftmetuniBd 
and ithe .guav^^opened the door. Witheas rwiy iSig^yonibefoiip hoiwqpt 
£jr tibe iguard dglit ^opposite die jvindoary and foaoMia balf «way 
/dfiovo die lane.; vfhsxi he .retuFned, fritaQw Jefiad jSiaq|son and ttfaia 
anob standing ilbece| iieacd BioDfieaDtsaajrt^ tbeisoldiei^ fSi^trntiunag 
m^ ^jQod {fedlanKTy ior fva a^a aU iCtng^ xiieaiij^ aieH aa .youFfldf, ai^ 
me .do not wlab to jooslke ar ueddie wkh 510a, we wiah to 4|ueiL ||i9 
ipob^* ^ .Bol^iei^ •neiCiber dBaid Aarididany^Ukig. WitDeMieataiy 
ed arith tibe guard and awat aip sfeaia» ; aJfeoufBe ensued ;%iiie«aof»i 
jfiant Y^aaateu<de,aDd dieloce )he ioobed round Ahare wasno^HMlf' 
aritb bun (but one pdvate, liheiceat^had ^qeiiv: Iflnair jguna^ >«adl 
aauy ftnd imet idie linfaola of ^ibe soldiers cowing doam 'With IbaiiHe 
Leitch^anda o^tain9>a^ .dsear his aasood, awl 'Said, * peaee iie 
here:* Witness entered ithe house mth soldiers, and Lennox ; oMfc 
aiddier staodnag iiehind theidoor^ none of^tlie ^pannels:; .this«maa 
tiad a fk&ir of toons ; tbea tbnee olbens joame ,ba|:9£«ad aanr Rabest* 
•on ^iGOvered 4ia6h Uood ^ <did »ot hear >tbe iguard at first call ^ 
io t% .tBnnd6#^ i^e jndifoie »iho .stood Aaith 'Witaess called .up4o 
Idle ii/tod6#^ ^ ybtill ceaseifiidBg/ Hensidled iuoi / liobart^' foa^^ 
tba aecptMl Ofpfn^ ? kaw Simpson adien 1^ oarae book, deadin a>h6use 
Idelowj mifyt ^hfive ;beon sbotiMtweentiiie oonaDg^jf 4he fiistand 
^ocondgu^. 

¥lor/i Muf^Rf ressdiag in fShaanon^s C^ose^ li^ed there on Jir^^ 
spas ^ut for «water late on a Saturday night; aaar ^ree sailors and 
lour «oIdie«8, the ^sailors a^ite standing «>eaking ito aaph JoAwy 
and the soldii^ <W€MPe going doaoi^theeiose. When asilness eama 
<l|acky tthey weve ait <togothor4 tthe soMioas wanted ito ;qi|asrel ; (heard 
some soldier vsay, >do you think you ase able to ^figbt wMi -me? 
'Wney then aQ irent down into )Goohra»i!^»; <on6 pi 4he salons had a 
fwdr of i^elr-stottps in ^his tb|Rid ; aaw door opened ; .a«^iaiibvr pushell 
(p^Rty-a^dfeH on ibis (breast ; lie got op> >iieKt4heaaan«wtidi4;hestottfHl 
•caiae^ut. 3''#« soMiers ithen came out, aad were knooked dos^p 
4» soon .as 4ibey oame 4)ut into sheugh (i. e. aewer^) ithea a aoldier 
«aBie4Mrt, .aad awnt4n again : 4;bon 4}w ^oaaie out ^ith a bi^otidt 
or poker, and inade it fly round his bead; «tiM(xka 4he ssafior* ifilb 



lIMiJ^ittMk Mm D#flK mUtiSi Mi Had ^te lMb» Mt ufTt 

^tliHAi^tt* ^#h»t W li fct hdM iltflVk^lkMdi Mi Ml,* ftl^h tib 
rf Ml t# tW*ai»#iyfciillt^^ dtf»«ml»tfw«l oil tliii^MlMd^ 

AMiyr ifW^idW^ A^ Mod; ifii^ ih^ik^; m^ 1^ BDdJr ]|^ i then, sbiti^ 

dMW[J^rM!tft«dl M ^xf; t*!t»itiiiriattjili»: i^ A^ m i^ gbit Hi 

MOb^^ illeed s' but ^' did not it^i, SHo^etiC Md SlisvHiiilfsr) ^li 
etnil#(MMf ig^ Mid Mlb liol fd «#&/ l9l)!li M^dfe^ «{d» ^ &ke bl«H 
itViMifrlNl dMIlMr t€^ jm^ ^AAth she d«^ All thi#iStt«6 o^)y (M^e 

iMK^Siti^oll^' 

fMmf Ih Mf; I^d" i^eM s^bg tf fiMId;^ WitHlW ttdnlHig d)jH»ri| 

i#i»tii adibHg n^MMlvi^ Wintedrf ifhetf dilkedvwhttt #&« th^ maee^ ? 
A»>»fe1 i B^d V ' not ita^oh/ Ohlft^<lii^8MiM'th(^hl:ha9M{;«di¥h>^ 
tgb^; a^ed hftii^ if ^ #(Mdd fi^!^u^i«D<»l^ dl^ hfr' #ottId Hbe^ 
WiCkyeiM "d^tts f^ii «lruek &^j^im by (f^ ^ tfhe HeAdien^ tnldf^ Wk 
ii^gfSdt M<f CodiVdtlef'd h^\ia!^\ Wa^ il^l^l^ r thiftw o¥ fotrr sdtdie)^ 
MbK^lcfdlMm d6#«il3ifere. WitiMed wh^ hnuled it^lfb lilch^D) ahd 
Jfcl^ic^li: tSW0 Ok'^w finhiM oil he»^ wii^ ehild1(§igtk^ ; b^io^in^ in<^ 
aimMblet ii>l»ett i^ecovlfeMid/ foiihd hin^self iHin^&tb a hed^ do<^ iib)( 
M6ti^ atff^F th<5 sokKiMk Ahbut; 12 d'do«kv did boC see il ihaii 
#fih'«totopK^ 

'i6±Ti MA^ff^todtr, i<^aid% iW Gl^elftnbck;' As trtti^eM waff gd^ 
mf to ^U hi Mt^aM €^Me ht Jidy, hifr sd^ dist iokitei^ at IM 
Mnd of Sliad«M?s'€lt>d)e;^ lHit9 ^HB'e' H^aming to b^ed a quari^; 
«M Wg' m&ik IttipS^tMt.^ OWaHkecf 1^1^10^119 if &e #Ottld^ %ht-; 
IllUla&er «iid <if6, atid wdsr th^b ««ruck ;' defended hhiteelf #ith waR^H 
IWA]^; flttd'^to hM^ed^ddwtf, dDd \m.t ^\i he m^sib fndi6hsilll<»': ^m 
wOlftl th€ h^Hd of ShaAiMttPd Gfdse. Befdmhld #Ai k^d^ed ^I6#h»^ 
WSlh%to ei^eSIVb^O^ td^^?fdCM|d\s sbli^ to^hoAV^;. Alidrft>Vtibat 
jMHfio]^^ hKb Whdbte #ilhf thtftff to g'et diMc^ but did ndt 

drihk ady r dH^'bf fh^MV b«df a poi^e^ di^ ft f^it(^ tdttj^ir: Witiic^ 
WdD Wflhb»fhi^ lmi&6; sdme wekie; tvfd wouHl ndt gd; nobody #ai 
#flf^ Mfmy e^eej[M; MhH^AI;: #hi6n he #<fttie lo^ WW not joshed <m. 

f}f^W^'taflth^d. Dd^nbtkno^Whetiiidii^thli person who ki&difk^ 
«d^lilni ddt^ tmHe &tk 6f ^ hdtiird; ^etitH \^ dM ndV i$^tk« &^ 
person with the water-paiL 

' KtiMA^t^'Bc ed6ffRAi»s, ihheiIMn In Gtieenock. &6c6Hel5)Si of 
MrMg^ Att\S Demps^ teisg qfbdnef<6d in Qtifth^tf; €& ^OHh Jtfly; 
«Aid^ td #ilh%liB*8 ^Aout n^fttny attd Ditnenpsey gdt^ f^o Effiffitfitt^h^ 
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co<n{)anipn8 with him. Thcee toicHers egm^A^n stain^ jnd:«iFepit 
mt; heaa^d a noise; fUppos^ then therspliiiefrs.toj^ crjuicdly tieaU- 
ed ; thej ^ame baqk, and. wanted in. Wifcnew opea^ Uw dpoiv wA 
some of the soldiers caoae in, and Rpbertaon came in.alongst w^th- 
them, two of them holding him : the.crow^ wa» desperate jat the 49fln 
abusing the soldjers mpst dreadfully; one struck ftabei:t8<m with a- 
candleatick at ki^hen door ;. witness drew him into die kitchen. The, 
soldiers, went up stairs ; the: crowd ^rew very numerous* tore.ofF the 
shutter^, and threw tbe«i jn at the window, which was broke. Wit* 
ness wantled to go. for the guard, but could not get out for the crowd ;, 
got out at a window, and went for the guard* Witness thinks th^re. 
was a shot fired before :he went out. Witness pleaded with the mob 
that he was going for the guard, and while doiQg so a shot was fired* 
The close was. full from one end to the otbeir. The street was.c^wed 
when he came back with the guard. .. On bis way, heard shots; the 
guard turned back for their arms before they got into the dose* 
Witness went up to room where soldiers were, and told them thay 
were firing on their own guard ; said he had been for the guard; 
Dempsey said he would bk>w his brains out for doing sp; saw three 
soldiers in the room, but cannot say whethei; there, was mpre in the, 
room ; two standing rat window with twp muskets pointing to str^^tje 
the third was standing behind one of their backs ; Deinpsey was .one 
stapding at window with a musket in his. hand ; .cannot speak as to 
the others* One. soldier^ Beck, was sleeping on a bed in the room 
before the riot began and continued so till the end ; Clinton was get« 
ting a wound washed in another room^ A^er guard came to house 
there were three shots fired ; does not know whether it was before 
the sergeant went up, or after* Witness saw Dequpsey, Surrage> 
and two others, taken into custody up stairs ; Xyii^h was in the 
coal-cellar ; soldiers all over blood. Witness had great difiicMlty 
in getting door shut; after it was shut, crowd outside said ' th<ey 
would have the bloody souls of the soldiers;' no firing took plaocf 
previously, none took place till the window was knocked iq ; does 
not recollect whether crowd was then beating at door; was not in 
the room next morning, but fj-om outsidis observed tltat the whple 
glass was broke in, and thinks some of the wood ; observed two 
s^lors coipe in and go out with Robertson a little before the riot* 

Crpsi-examined. Surrage and Pempsey had lodged in Quin's from 
the tim^ they came to the town ; saw nothing on their part but good 
hehavipur while they lived at Quin's, and. not in the habit of fre- 
quenting his public house ; they were quiet^and peaceable ; the sol- 
diers had then a.half-mutchkin,.there were seven of them. Witness 
saw one dead body in the lane ; some of the men were very much 
the worse, of drinjc ; only saw three soldiers leave his house, some 
went out after the riot began. o:; 

Serjeant Wm. M'LuRo, of the 13th Regiment.i-^Reroembeni of 
a man and woman coming for the. guard to the guard-houpe, tp.go 
Ui Shannon's close ; went down with 4 9)en. . Having heard firing, b# 
i^eturned with the men for their armSj a!¥l brought, with him .6 n^eii 
Armed. When he came down he saw Dempsey and iSurrage leaning 
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out <lf ». wbdow iKth muiqueU in thmr hands-^^orrage cMl^gedf/ 
who oomet tbere ? Answer, ' The seijeant of the guard/ Demp* 
sej called out, < stand back:' Dempsey cocked, and preaented piece< 
Colwell, a private^ knocked it aside with his gun, and it went off. 
Ordered Surrage and Dempiiey to come dLomtk^' they said they were 
afraid ; but to take two oienj who were standing at the door intd 
custody, who had been beating them all night, and put them inr' 
prison, ^d they would surrender. Witness did so, and went to the 
guard-house; nobody lying on street at this time. Had leilr 
Wooten at the bouse : when he came back, came into house, went 
up stairs ; was entering door when Dempsey caught liold oi him/ 
and knocked him bftfck; Dempsey called to Surrage, * were the' 
firelocks loaded ?' and then ran and caught hold of a firelock, and 
presented it at witness. WitHess left Colwell, and went for Captain 
Shearman, whom in a short time he met coming. Beck was lying 
on the bed seemingly askep, or drunk ; Lliiot was in tlie room do« 
ing nothing, he might have been drinking: did not see Lynch, iif 
the room, or Clinton. Captain Shearman called up to one or other^ 
to come down, and that he would protect them : and one of them 
then said, that's Captain Shearman. They all came down, Dempsey, 
Surrage, and Elliot, and were marched up to prison. Believes it 
was afterwards that Elliot was taken ; is positive that on the first 
time he got admissioni' he did not take one of the soldiers for him. 
When Serjeant first entered the room, Surrage was willing to come 
away, only Dempsey prevented him ; saw both Dempsey and Sur- 
rage firing when went down second time ; saw nobody fall ; Dem})« 
sey seemingly, more unwilling than Surrage to' come away, he 
might be afraid. Both leaning over the window both times ha 
came down. They were all bloody^ and said they had been nearly 
murdered* 

Andhew Colwkll, a private in tlie 13th Regiment, was on^ 
Buard in Greenock on the night of the affray in July ; did nut see 
Dempsey looking out when Surrage challenged the guard. Sur-< 
rage on being desired to come down, said he was almost murdered 
by a mob ; and that he would come down if they would take tl>e 
two men into custody who were standing there wanting to break 
in ; guard took the men into custody, and carried them to the guard-i 
house; when he came back to tire ground, the^ saw a body on itv 
Surrage was at the window this third time with his musquet; called 
to lay down his musquet, and he did so ; Dempsey took it up, and 
put it out at the window. Witness heard him cock the piece \ he 
Stepped a pace aside ; witness at that time struck Dempsey s gun 
with his piece, to turn it aside, just as it went off. Saw nobody 
hurt. Dempsey and Surrage were in a sliocking state when wit- 
ness went into the room, could not observe their features for 
blood. Surrage agreed at once to come down ; Dempsey said he would 
not ; did not threaten to fire. Captain Shearman desired Surrage 
to coine down, Surrage said he would if he would protect him from 
the mob. He said he would, and they both came dowif. ' Witness 
did not observe any other of the soldiers in the room. The second 

-C 
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Itme he went down, he saw EHiotV head out of*the winictow. Siir* 
rage always seemed to be atfraid to come down ; thinks Detnpsey 
mi^hi be afraid also. 

• Joseph Wooten, also'private in the t3th Re^ment, saw Robert 
Surrage looking out of window with a firelock r Surrage was stand- 
ing at the window the secotid time ; Surrage went in, and Dempsey 
came to it with his piece, and swore he would shoot thfe serjeant; 
Corroborates ColweU. When the serjeant entered the ro6m, Demp^ 
sey asked if the pieces were loaded ? Surrage said they were not $ 
the guard tried to take his piece^ but could not. He tnen took up 
his piece and began to load it, when the guard left the room. 

John Lenox, superintendant of police in Greenock. — Recollecta 
of the affray in question ; saw two men at the wiYidow when he came 
down with the guard, one leaning out with a musquet threatening to 
fire, he did not see if the other had a gun ; heard the serjeant call 
to the one with the musquet to deliver up his gun \ Dempsey desired 
him to take care of the back ground, and they would secure this. 
Witness answered, that he was master of police, and came there foi^ 
peace. Dempsey answered, ' he did not care a damn for no man.* 
The serjeant entered, and went up stairs. Witness heard Dempsey 
say, * You damned villain I will immediately blow, or knock your 
brains out, if you enter the room.' Before the serjeant entered H 
•hot was fired above the level of any one's head in the close, and 
down the close. At this time no person was at the bottom of the 
close. Witness desired the serjeant to send for Captain Shearman, 
which he did ; and on the captain's coming the men were secured 
and lodged ih jail. Beck was in such a state of intoxication, that 
he was carried down stairs. The height of the window frort* 
whence the shots were fired 10 feet 8 inches from the ground. 
The' sash of the window was lying close to the wall of the room, 
and apparently had been taken out for the purpose of allowing the 
soldiers to get out their heads. Thinks the panes were broken by 
trampling on — ^wood work entire; there were no stones in the room^ 
and none of the panes of the upper sash were broken. Did not see 
any part of a window- shutter in the room. 

Dr James Balderstonr KirIc, physician in Greenock, recol- 
lects of being called, along with Dr Sharp, to visit one Pearsotft, 
watchman ; went to Shannon's Close, and found hi|n in a public-' 
house in neighbourhood, kept by one Campbell ; Pearson wounded 
in chest; begged to refer to his report. When he found Pearson 
was dying, and anxious for the ends of public justice, he put a ques- 
tion to him, at the suggestion of his wife, whether the man who 
fired at him took aim ? to which he answered distinctly, that he did. 
Went and saw one Morison, in a house at a considerable distance 
from Shannon's Close, also wounded ; also begged ta refer to re* 
port. Examined the body of Robert Simpson, and mode report 
also.— These reports correct. • 

All which Reports were read ki Court, and are as follow : 
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CEJtTIFiqATE OF HENRY PEARSON'S CAJSE. 

Greenock, SOth July 1820. 
We hereby certify, that we, this morning, between one and two 
o^clock, visited Henry Pearsbn, watchman, whom we found wound- 
ed through the chest : a musket ball had entered between the sixth 
and seventh rib of the lefl side, half an inch from the breast-bone ; 
and Issued between the sixth and seventh rib on the same side, a- 
bout five inches from the spine. Wlien we first saw him, the wound 
was evidently a mortal one ; he> however, survived about two hours. 
We certify our opinion, on soul and conscience, that Henry Pearson 
died of the wound above described, which we have ako examined 
since his death. 

(Signed) J. B. Kirk, M. D. 

WiUiam Sharp, Surgeon. 



CERTIFICATE OF MORISON'S CASE. 

Greenock, SOlh July 1820. . 
We certify, that between one and two o'clock this morning, we 
visited Morison, sailor, whom we found in a house in 

Drummer's Close, having been wounded by a musket ball, which 
seems to have entered on the right side of the belly, at an equal 
distance from the umbelicus and the anterior superior spinous pro- 
cess of the ilium, and passed out within half an inch of the second 
lomber vertebra of the same side. A portion of the bowels pro- 
truded through the wound in the belly, which we returned ; we 
then sent him to the hospital, where he died this forenoon. We 
have since examined his body in the hospital, and have no doubt 
that he died iti consequence of the wound above described, on soul 
and conscience. 

(Sigoed) J. B. Kirk, M. D. 

William Sharp, Surgeon* 



CERTIFICATE OF ROBERT SIMPSON'S CASE. 

Greenock, SOth July 1820. 
We hereby certify, that we have examined the body of Uobert 
Simpson, watchman, and that we found a gun-shot wound, the bul- 
let which inflicted it having enterpd about an inch below the middle 
of the right collar-bone, and escaped near the middle of the lower 
rib of the left side, having thus taken a slanting direction down- 
wards. We have no doubt that this wound occasioned Uobert 
Simpson's almost immediate death, on soul and conscience. 
(Signed) J. B. Kirk, M. D. 

William Sharp, Surgeon. 

Dr Sharp was theli swora^ wlio cdrrqborated the immediate pre- 
ceding witness in omnibus. 



Iiouse, or to tht house below, od 6atttnlify<-nighi kist^ to lake 
a dram ; and the declarant neither invited nor coibpdled any- 
one to do so : That the declarant did not hear any person ill 
front of the quarters call up to the window, that they were 
watchmen ; and the sergeant was the only person who called 
up to the window to give over firing, whooil the declarant 
-heard : That when the declarant tired there were people 
standing in Shannon's Close, and they were crowding about 
the door, and throwing stones in at the window of their quar- 
ters: That he recollects of two women coming and car- 
rying away the body of a person who had been shot, and 
one of them called up to the declarant not to fire, and he said 
that he would not fire, and would not allow any one else to 
fire: That the declarant. did not hold any intercourse with 
any woman on the street that night, nor did he challenge 
any sailor to fight ; but the declarant recollects, after having 
heard that Elliot had been knocked down, of saying to some 
sailors, who had been there, that he would have thought no- 
thing of the man^s giving a blow, had he struck a man like 
the declarant, but it was unwordiy to strike a boy such as 
Elliot: That there is now attached to the firelock before 
-mentioned, a label, with a dooquet thereupon,, bearing refer- 
ence hereto, which is subscribed by the Jud^examinator, 
in req)ect the declarant cannot write. All which is truth,-^ 
(Signed) CLAUD MARSHALL. 

At Gremock^ihe ^lat day of July^ 1820 yeara^ in presence of 
Claud Marbbjll^ Esq. Sheriff-SubstUute of the Lower 
Ward of Renfrewshire. 

Compeared JOHN DEMPSEY, private in the Thir- 
teenth Regiment of Foot, and present prisoner in the tol« 
booth of Greenock, who, being examined, declares. That be 
has been a private in said Regiment for three years past in 
June : That he was enlisted in the county of Londonderry, 
of which he is a native, and is about twenty-three years of 
age: That on Saturday night last, John Beck, Tatrick 
Lynch, Malachi Clinton, Joseph Elliot, Robert Surrage, and 
the declarant, were drinking in the quarters of Surrage and 
the declarant, which are in Frank Quin's house, in Shannon's 
Close : That they began at nine o^clock at night, and t^n 
.iialf-niutchkins of whisky were consumed, but not altogether, 
,by the |]|^aons before-mentioned, ^ several of their comrades 
were coming and gou9|g, and tl|e people of the house below 
4ilf0gQta,part: That th^ decl^^wt"; comrade,, Surrage, had 
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f^me out to setf •^osqoh EHbt, ^^ho U a boy/ and wUo inui 
sot iptosdcated, home, and when they were out the> declarant!' 
neard a disturbance, and looking out at the window saw Sur- 
rage attacked by sevemd people, upon which the declarant 
said, that he would not allow him to be murdered, and went 
down for the purpose of getting him .into the house : That 
the declarant accor^ngly went (^itftm^ a^got a cut upoit 
the head with a stick or a stone immediately on coming to 
the street, and after a good deal of fighling the declarant got 
Surrage in, as they had him down on the grouTid, were kick- 
ing him in the gutter, and if it had not been for two women, 
the declarant does not think he could have got him in : That 
after the declarant got Surrage into the house, the declarant 
and the landlord remained at the door, and the rest of th^ 
soldiers went up stairs to the room, the window of which wad 
soon thereafter driven in by the crowd from without, and the 
soldiers then began to fire : That the declarant then went up^ 
dtauiB, and found Beck and Elliot, and Lynch and Surrage^ 
in the room, and he saw the frame of the window lying upon 
the floor : That there were no shots fired after the declarant 
went up to the room, and the declarant did not fire at all i 
That the declarant has no recollection of sergeant M'Clurg 
coming into the room, and the declarant did not seize thi 
Serjeant, or level' his musket at him: That the only person 
the declarant recollects of seeing was captain Shearman, who 
.came, with a party of the regiment, and carried the declarant 
and Surrage away to the prison : That the declarant wad 
intoxicated on Saturday night when so carried off by the 
party : That there is now exhibited to the declarant a fire- 
lock, marked on the butt ^^ and upon the breech of the bar- 
rel IS R. T. and the said musket is the one which the de- 
clarant had charge of as a soldier in the said regiment, and 
is now loaded, and appears to have a double shot in it, and 
to the said musket is now attached a label with a docquet 
thereon, referring hereto, subscribed by the Judge-examma- 
tor, in respect the declarant cannot write : That there were 
just Surrage's and the declarants muskets in the quarters 
in a condition for service, as I^ynch's musket, which was 
likewise there, wanted the lock : That there should have 
been in each pouch sixty rounds of ball cartridge, but the de- 
clarant was deficient several cartridges : That the declarant 
did not know that any sailor or sailors were invited or com- 
pelled to join their party to drink on Saturday night, and the 
declarant does not Know that any person had been dragged 
into the house below, or found there under a bed : That 
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Satardqr tut wju the pay day cyf the iiarty.at OremoA, and 
the rheit received their money after |he eveninjB; parade : That 
the declarant's musket is now drawn in his presence,* and 
there »is extracted therefrom two bail cartridges, which are put 
into a paper parcel, which is marked as relative hereto.- I)e- 
clar^ ne cannot write. All which is' truth.- This dedara^ 
tion, written, &c.-«(S]giiad) CLAUD MARSHALL. 

At Greenock^ the Slsi day ^ Jtd^f ISSLOyears^ in presence 
^CiuvD MARMHdLty Esq. Shtfriff^-StbhatUute tf^ Lower 
Ward of Renfrewshire. 

Compeared PATRICK LYNCH, private in the Thir- 
teenth Regiment of Foot, and present prisoner in the tol- 
booth of Greenock, who, being examined, declares. That ha 
has been about a twelvemonth a soldier in the said regi- 
ment, and was enlisted at Dublin, the declarant himself being 
at native of West Meatb, and about nineteen years of age : 
That on Saturday night, about nine o^clock, the declarant 
iKras going down Shannon^'s close, and as he passed the ^ntry 
leading up to the bouse of Francis Quin, where John Dempsey 
and Robert Surrage live, he met tl>e said Dempsey and Sur-' 
riagey and Dempsey asked the declarant if he would go in and 
taEe a glass of whisky with them, which the declarant agreed to 
do, and went into a public house with Dempsey and Surrage 
upon the opposite side of Shannon"'s close, where they had a. 
dram, and remained about a quarter of an hour; during which 
time, they were joined by Beck and BUiot^ also privates in 
the Thirteenth Regiment, who likewise got a dram : .That, 
after getting the dram in the said public house, Dempsey, 
Surrage, Beck, Elliot, and the declarant, went over to Fran- 
cis Quin's, where they had more liquor, and remained till 
about eleven, before which time, another private in the Regi- 
ment, to wit, Malachi Clinton* and likewise Corporal Duncan, 
.had joined their party: That about eleven, Elliot, Surrage, 
and Clinton, went out with Duncan to convoy the Corporal 
home, and Dempsey, and Beck, and the declarant, remained 
in Quin's house, and the declarant having, told them, tJiat 
he would not remain'longer from home, he got up to come 
away, and Dempsey and Beck rose along with him, and 
Dempsey got out to the street first, which, by this time, 
was full of people, and the declarant saw people striking 
Surrage, Clinton, and Elliot, and the declarant himself was 
knocked down when coming out at the door, by a man who 
wore a blue jacket and trowsers, and appeared to be a sailor^ 



05 

ai[)d'wlu^ said, ^'^Doiit 'tihtok tjbmt the YecsmatiFj Cavalry i$ 
jiner^ nosf, well have satisfaction of you, if. it was for twenty 
jears time :^ That the, man; kicked the declaj?^nt after he 
was doim, afte^ which, the declarant rose and went into ^e 
bouse : That ih^ said person also ssdd, when tlie declarant 
was down, V that the Yeomainry Cavalry woifld not have got 
home so safe to.Fort^lasgpw, if the mastery would have let 
them out of the: yards:" ;rhat the declarant ^ent upstis^irs 
:to Quin's hcfuse and got a bayoneit, which he bioi^^t dow|i 
jua his hand^ but Quin, who met the declarant fit the docnf, 
took the bayonet from him :' That the declarant then went 
up stairs, and found Elliot aod Surrage at the window, with 
each a firelock in his hand,, a^d several shots hfid been fii^ 
befpre the declarant went up : That, the declarant fired one 
shot himself,' but had takeq the baU ^nd laid it on the table, 
and the declarant fired the musket straight across the street for 
the purpose of dispersing, the* crowd ; That it was the musket 
wMch Elliot held in his hand, which the declarant fired* aa 
above mentioned, and which musket belonged either to §uK 
Tage or Dempsey, as there were only their own muskets in th^ 
rpom that coula fire, as the declarant's musket, which happeor 
.ed to be also there, wanted the look : That Demps^y, EUiot, 
Surrage, and Beck^ were removed from ^uin^ house by the 
.seijeant and piuty» and the declarant and CUnton were removed 
afterwards by the captain's p^ty, and this took place about 
t^irelve or qu» o^clock of yesterday morning ; That the declai^- 
apt saw Surrage fire two sliots aft^ he went up to the house, and 
he thinks he K^ded.hi^own:gun, and the declarant saw Elliot 
with the ammunition in his h^nd : That the declarant did 
•pot see EIUqI; fire, nor di^ he see any persqns on th^ street 
who had b^n hurt by the shot^i, but heard tlie people calling 
•put thctt thjs firing.wpuld not fear theiu» and that thev would 
vpi^ aw^y till they got t^e muskets : That the declarant 
did. not, except as above ipaen^ned« take out the bayonet, bu4 
a^. a previous time, the declarant had a stick in his hand 
j^hich he walks with, being at present in a weak state of 
he^th. . All which is truth. Declares he cannot write. . , 
, (Signed) CLAUD MARSRALJL. 

At fU$enocl\iIie 30th ^y (^ August^ 1820, in pre9ence\qf 
C^vn MamhalLj Esq, Sher^SiAstitute of the Lower 

Jrard of Renfrewshire* 

Qompea?^ ,«i.OHJJ BECK, private in the Tbirteen<th 
^iegiment'pf J^oof, ajad present prisoner in the tolboolh of 

D 
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Greenock, who, bang exainined, declat«ft, That he has be6!l 
tieariy twelves years in the said regimtot, is a native t£ 
Tiverton, in iJevonshire, and' about thirty years of iige: 
That last Saturday night, about a qu£»^er after eight, the 
tleclarant fell in with John Dempsey and Robert Surrage, 
priD^atoi of said Regiment, in a grog shc^* hear their lodgings, 
and the diedarant had a glass of grog Mrith th^m, and Joseph 
Elliot joined them while in that house: That tbey lefl that 
4iotkse about a quarter before nhie, and Surrage having askeA 
'l!he declarant to go over to his quarters to see a f^ail* of n^ 
ti'owsers which he bad got, the declarant went with Dempsey 
|and Surrage, and Elliot also wetit with tbem: That as they were 
going tb Surrage'squarters, EUibtstopped behind tomake water, 
the oeclaMnt and the other two went up to their lodgings be- 
fore EHiotieailie, and when he arrived^ he said that a sailor 
had oon^e up to him and offered to enlist^ but Elliot told bite 
lie had ho instructions to enlist him, and Elliot also inentioii. 
^ that the sailbr had struck- him j And' knocked hin^ down : 
That £)empsey and Surrage, on hearing ^hat Elliot' had told 
them, went down stairs to see if they could fall in with thb 
sailor, but 'they returned soon lifter, reportitig that anotheir 
sailor had informed them, thatthe man they were seeking ^a^ 
'gome : That they four then sat down to dnnk, and were socm 
after joined by Malachi- Clinton, another soldier of the RegK 
ment : That Patrick Lyndi was also with theito from neany 
•the beginning, but the declaraiit' does not know whether he 
came from the grog shop with them, but another soldier of 
*the name of M^ Arthy came' with them from the grog shop, 
and remained' with th^m for a short time : That the 
party continued drinking together comfortably enough feir 
sometime, and they were joined by the landlord and landlady 
^ the house belbw and their servant mud, who remained for 
about half an hour with them, and took a glass, and then went 
^wn stairs : That the party continued drinking for some time 
/longer, and the declarant having come off guard became very 
sleepy, and was somewhat the worse of liquor, and laid himseir 
down upon the bed in the room and fell asleep, and knew no- 
thing of what foBowed, till he was pulled out of bed by one 
of the men, who mentioned that the ffuard was come, and 
Vhen the declarant got up, he saw ^mpsey and Surrage 
at the window, and Surrage had his firelock in his hand^ and 
was calling out " Who comes there?" That the declarant 
and the others were then taken away by the guard : That 
^e declarant heard no firing, and he did not see Dempsey 
seize the sergeant, or threaten to strSce htmr: That the de> 



fir 

clfiraift WM licit' ]»e!^tiy ^iAknf itien h^ liras Uken awi^ 
fcytheganird. Allirhicii^s truth^~ 

(Signed) JOHN BECK, 

CLAUD MARSHALL. 

M GreenodCj Hne %i imf qfAmguit^ 18d0 ffears, in presence 
^Clavd UfARsttjLL, Esq. Sheriff'SubsAtuie qfihe Lower 
Ward <^ Rer^ewshire^ .. ; . 

. Compeared JOSEPH EiLLIOT, pnvaie ^iif the^TbW- 
teetith Begimerit of Foot, ie^-. present prisouei^ jin'>the tol- 
boodi of Oreeodok, who^ beingexanliiQed^ declares^' That be 
iwibeen abootia mar in idie-feaid regknent, and was 'enlisted 
iaithe'oitiiitytofiajdmrajPy'ittliieland, and is betvemiiiineteeti 
and .twenty yeoBwof age :/ That dpon Sfltuvday nigbt last, 
dbdiit eignt d'clock, tbe^declarasit, 'and one M<Aithy of titis 
■aneriepm^t^iliitd^^Otie intoiu pnUicohainey liter the heiucl 
jiflSl|aBaion'« Oose^ and gdt a bftAle of porter, which th^ 
"cbrabik in' a stalill raonrtehibxl'theiliopii That as thi^ wdle 
eoming out^ thei^ Stfw Demmey^j Stirrage^ B(^k, and Ljnch, 
'oK'llie fi^me; rej^iMnty rtaking> a!glafis o£ spirits in- t^e sho|l, 
'ahd.theideialiurtuil; alid M^Arthyiinere asked to take a glass 
with tbem,- whioh they:didis jTnat Dexppsey, Surrage, and 
the others set out: forvI)ein|>6eyV and Sdrra^e^ quarters, and 
ithfijr asked tbedefiaiiutt'jsb^ £ey ivonM go ahfi 

nt^a ^hife with thenal,i which they agreed toido, and went ae- 
«HKlingly ; That M^Arthjil w^ home befinre' mne o'dock, 
iiid the declarant .remfoaed/with the others; That i^en 
ithey were.g0Mig down from' tbe^pabUc-house to the quartcsi, 
idie.de(klarant.'ihi8 a few;.paGe8 behind the test, Imd a sailokit, 
nfr)K»>Qain^x)at of a publiB4hoa«Be, cAmeup to the dediE^railt, 
!atidr asked if the declarant.wotild .enlist him, ts which the 
declaiaot said ^^^No,^ afad the sailor rejoined, by saying, ^f 
4be.cleckur&nt would igiTe iiiqi. a. shilling he Wouki ,so with 
Inm whero he pleased : That the declarant then, said to the 
Isailor lie did -not think thatvhei^as height, to wbsdi the sj^Idr 
j?eplied,jthat.!he was' a better looking man thduthecledlarani, 
'.to whidi the declarant said,, tbati he dllawisdi5that,'jdnd the 
oiidbr tl^eroupoa camel np and struck the itl^ti^lwt on the 
inealst, and ijaid that hniiroidd kill a .red ooat asL^iaat as He 
would look-aboiitl:i ^ That Another sailfnr then -camferup;. tod 
was t^Uihgib^ ikntd k^re^ ; and Snxrage likewise said, if he 
vbiiJ^lHtMke; heisSidiHd: ^rike a man and not a boy like the 
declarant : That between eleven and twelve, as nearly as he 
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jcm f^ess^ Survagir: mil CIwMixi l^ft ^e ipomrta fi» qui aii j 
tnake water, and remained lOUt Igop fiteor.ten tDUHileS) a^ 
during that tmi<e they* heard Surjmge and Clinton fighting 
with sataQ;^ilora withoat^ on which Dempsey, Lynch, and 
the declarant went down to see what it was about, and the 
declarant^ w.kQ wastlast in gpii^g down, .wasr^cairoely out tiU 
he wfis knpcked down twice : ^That the dedaiant imin^diate- 
ly got into the inside, and the declarant was .^ much con- 
ni^, and there were so many of the inhabitants and ^lors 
abbUV tbatihe has not a distihcit recdUection of the raanaeir or 
. the onier of the odier soldiers getting inrto tiie house, but?hb 
reioettib€;i»rof hearing'. SonagetiialLout for Crod's jsake to Idt 
:fa]ini«s or he would be mmdered: That the soldiers: tfaei 
went up. stairs to the room whore ithey had been before, '&■! 
.theyjwere no sooner in,. ihan^th^' window was dnyea in, >biit 
by what, means he cannot . bay : • That some of the sdldieiB 
:then Idaded their pieces*, andiiredfout, botihe deolarant ww 
iWimUchicon&sed and 'titti{rfo¥ed in'keeping the -dkiiMr^'Hhlit 
he cannotsay which of 'the soidiets it was tbattfired, nor hobr 
often they discharged their, fueoese:. That the dedanint never 
.handled aifirelock 6r discharged "'one that inght : Thattlie 
declarant having observed thdt thel^adoUe had falkn off the 
table, and was lying .besidethe aimnanitioD. dir thedoor^'he 
left his position at the door,'4Ui4 tdbk up. the candk arid 
^placed it on. the table, and he.^U^iet^: up the ammnnitioii 
m his hand : . That whilst be Jiadi>it! in his harid souse part *af 
it was taken from him, but by whom he does not know, ^ and 
soon thei'eafter a' man,' tbat'he supposed was> the landliml^ 
.came into thetoom and said thei guard wascoBU?, nn which 
.the declarant went andilooked<xit at the window, and tieeing 
,the guard really there; he ,laid the: annnuhiticln xlown upon 
the floor, and went down statrs, ' and was taken away by the 
guard to the guard-house, and the declaranfwds the only one 
of the party that was taken up at that timet That tne de- 
clarant saw no sailors in the' room in the course of tfa&<evei^ 
jng, nor does the declarant know. that a sailor was draggsd 
into the< house by the soldiers: That the decliteDt.illuiiks^ 
when he ^t in fufter bein^ knocked ddwn twice at ifiie dodr 
as aforesaid. Beck was lying* on a bed in the loom, and* he 
believe he.ivas in a state aii inihwriratiion, bdt dofa not knotr 
whether he was asleep or not'.. All: which il^ truth. • u > v 
, (Signed) JOSEPH ELUOT* ^«'^ 

CLAUD >9fARSHAIiIic 
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Ai^Oreenoek^ the td ddybf Augmt^ 1620 ytars^ tn'prestnce'^ 
' qfCLAVp Marsh jf^L^ Esq. Sheriff'Substitute of the taiier 
Ward of Acnfrewsfpirey . . . , , .^/ .. •. . 

Ccmipeared MALACHI CLINTON; private in Ihi?' 
Thirteenth Regiment ' of Foot> and pi^sem 'pri^Mei^ in -the* 
tolbooth of Greenocky who, being examined, declares. Than * 
on Saturday night lae^, and, -he thinkir,' afl^ nine oVilddk,^ 
Joseph, Eihot met the ;dec}arant near hb lod^ngs, and he 
asked the <koIarant to go ak>ng with him and he would give 
him a glass of grog, to which the declarant agreed, and 
' Elliot took the declarant to Dempsey and Surrage's room, 
where there were assembled Dempsey and Surrage, Lynch, ' 
and Beck, and Elliott, and the declarant made the six, and 
the declarant continued with, them^for about three quarters 
of an hour, when he and Surrage went out with Elliot to see 
him home, as he was then very tipsey, and had been tipsey 
before he incited th^ declarant: Th4t barrage' and the de- 
clarant accordingly saw Elliot to his' lodgings, and then re- 
turned towards me hou^e tliey had left, and, when on their 
way, they were surrounded by a number of sailors, and^the 
declarant, as well as be could^ dissuaded Surrage from epsBk-* 
ing to tliem, as^ Surrage, at that time, was..pretty hearty, btit 
not drtmk^ knd the declarant and Surra^ got back to the' 
length of tile door, and the declarant having got iri, wctot to 
the kitchen on the ground floor and got a drink of water 
• from the servant«-maid, and white he Was drinking it, he ' 
' heard a scuffle at the door, and he weiit there, and looking 
QUf, saw Surrage lying down on the ground at the thrieshold;'* 
aioa a number of people about him, kicking at him, and the 
,de(4want himself, on putting his head out, received a. 
biow^.w^tb some hard substance,, on the left side of the 
heady which brought bim to ^e ground, and produced 
t>A wouiidf from whicUa great deal of blood flowed r That 
<rfthe dedaraot got up upon his hands and feet» and. 
got into the house backwards, and got into the kit- 
"^dieit on'- the graund floor, where he ^t some water to 
wiish himself, as he Was all besmeared with blood, imd the • 
dedarant remain^ beldW, and did not go up stairs agaon > 
•tbatiightr That Surrdge got in at 1^ doof immediate^'' 
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kitcfaen, there was a erepit barking at the door, M if tp drive 
it up; and the decUrant having gone out of the kitchen, 
with the intention to go up stairs,' he saw a tiian Uke a 
sailor, but who he was he did not know, sitting at the side 
of the kitcbeti door, a{l bloody ; That the deckura^t^ how- 
ever, did not go up stairs, but remained below on the per- 
8M^on of, the servanMnud : Th«t the declarant was tdten 
fxdm the kHdben bjr tjbe guanLi— All which is truth. 

(Signed) MALACHI CLINTON. 

CLAUD MARSHALL. 

In consequence of the desertion of the diet afi^ainst Clinton, 
his declaration was of course not produced in Evidence. 



EXCULPATORY EVIDENGJB. .. 



• Examined hy Mr Menzies. '. 

- MAiiAQBi Ci«urx6K-^Know8 {irlsonersy was in conipanjr Jiily 
laBl» eroiipg of , f#ay,. in the quarters qfSimage andXMp^Kifi at 
Quin's house— railer meeting all dcank togc^r|-^oe«(iao# know 
hpwlepg; was,, not h^^^i^ited himself' Witn^and Sjurrage left 
Quin*9. to, escorl Dupcan; and Elliot home^ who were ^ the worse of 
liquor.. They had no weapons of any kind— did escort them home. 
Saw Oimcan go to bea; Elliot also went; Elliot was very drunk; 
proposed with Surrage to return, Elliot insist^ on returning also.' In 
going back, as Surrage and witness got to the close mouth, from 
opposite close, met a woman'^nd some sailor ; woman spoke to iSo)*- 
rage. Two sailors' cdme up at<d bej^n tt) ^busp 'Surtage alMt k' Io- 
nian, and witness then advned Surrage t6 hlave-hothihg t6 ddwi(9i4ier, 
SUirage took advice aad came away, but she atid the mkii followed 
thera^-she asked for drink-— the sailor insisted tior stHke^ StatSfge/ and 
called him a Idbster-back b — ^, and that the* woman sbOnlft nocigo 
with him. ; Dkl ^ ndt allow either to fij^ till tfaey cariue to> the head 
of iShattDon^-olose, towards .SuorageV lodgings^ '^ Witnesa wevl it^ 
theihouse ^jivt, Jdto tlie kit^:h^v^o|«diri|ik (^Hvat^;*HUiw D^riaps^ 
outside— 4ef|; thegi. , Lw>ked out; at door,; beard an .upromri a^d s(^ 
boi;h of |h/^in .kn<H;|l^ i^F^ } received, fainnielf a blow with a sto^e on 
thp/hea^* Saw ot^j;;Sai]ors sta^^ng at 'tike bea4,pf Sha^npn^ clp^ ; 
gO^ff W^w oi^Uie he^ whicl^^cjd^^j^^^ back into the door ^J tell 
wijidim A&v^oor, f^^ was women in tne 

ho^se. .Mrs ^lun w!asned*his\wOuhJ. Never Vent, into the room whfere 
they liad been (MnMn^'dMti.Mt i^tght. Befdcelfe ^^ kii6ckedd6.«^ 
saw hel^eeS''&Mi^^^^ Surra^^Ud 
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Ukmpaey. iMnot Mewitb what Simage and Den^wey w^ knod^d 
4cAm. Sow thtttti come in after ; they were all bloody — cat in the 
fiioe, andblee^ng much* Does not know if Smrage got any /olher 
mmnd. Needier saw any firings nor fired himralf. l^either Sutvage 
ii)orwitB€»a had any inteiitfob ef breeding a (piairel. Ag&Baavitfaeas 
blows there wiis no design on the part of any. of. his .comsades. tD 
iH-eed a qi|an«e]. Beinre he was knocked iibmx ^d not irtHke aay 
person.' ' ' •- ^ i ' : .^ ': .-.. :•, •..' 

CrOJ(«-tf4ramf}i<«f.-^Siirragew8»thewone ofU^udr; witness .wb8.so- 
htir. Sinrage was caipable of cobdaotmg himself Surrage moDe; druldc 
lium Dempsey/ Saw Dempseyfirstoat at thecomeif of ShannoaWba^^ 
where it turns from lAigfa-street ; he was alone at the time. Demps^ 
Scmrage and witness went down to the house together ; left them witL- 
oat ; heard a noise ; saw a man in saik>r's dress sitting on kitchen door t 
was bleeding'; left him sitti&g there ; was in the Idtdien all the timcf ; 
heard filing from the room &ove, but saw nothing. Does not know 
what became of the man in sailor's dress. Remaiaied in the kitcfadn 
till Captain came with the guard. Did not see or know of Seijetaifc 
M'Lurg being in the house. Was taken into custody ; there wkB 
a bed in the kitchen. » if 

Mr Menxies. — ^Witness lost a gt«at deal of bloed from tlie wouimL 

Lord Justice-Clerk, — ^Did not see in the Iqtpheo either Sunage 
or Dempsey. Last tiine he saw them was ic<nnkig intof the pas- 
sage when taken prtsonersw Sscw noneof the ethers ' in kit<$hen'; 
h^rd more than one or two isftots, domot say how nkany. 

Mrs CocHiiAY^c^— Knows Simrage, and Dewptey i^they lodged in 
fiat above her house, at Mib Qmn*s ; conduct vety good, never heavd a 
bad word, or indecent conduct; appeared quiet and ipelKieable men (. be^- 
haved soberly. H«r hiishand kc^ps a public house* They were net in 
the habit of drinkmg there* - ReinemlMers an affray i» July last. Saw 
Luidi go )^t with a bay<M(iet ; i^ went t<> lum, and hi» gsve herup Ae 
bayonet. After this saw Elliott and Clinton, Beck and Surrage, omne 
in, andDempsey last. After they cEune in th^ did not go out aglun. 
Heard Surrage ay to open his lodging door lbr<G0d*s sake, or thqr 
would all be murdered; «he answerednofor they would' behiut, (meaning 
her own timiily) diey insisted, and her husband let tfatfn^in. l^^ien.they 
got they att ran in, only noticed Defnpsey, who was ooveied widi blood, 
without knoddng and sweanngviolen%. Mobbrbkeonospoe^ontof 
the door ; kcA one df the windswshutters; a sparwi^apiecedf wood 
nailed aerobs the door; heard windows bhdce; first broke fvein. the 
eutside. Went up next morning td her room and fiiund one of her 
own wmddw shutters brdcen off flom one of her undtr windows^ 
and lyii^ in the fioor of the vddier's roam. Does not think the 
window had any keepers or catch to keep it up>-^po6itivei Lateh 
ly g«M the windows all repaired, the lower part Heard mob say 
they would have the bloody souls of the soldiers, this a few moi- 
ments brfore the firing began, three minutes or so.-*— Thought the 
mob wodd have got in btit for the firing. 



went afeir steps up. stairs, and then came iQto.the kitcheii,-^-a.ladLj|^ 
nasM of Rbbertspn brought IB by them. Sawa man wkhstoups at h^ 
of street; Dempsey wanted seamen to come in andsettle it,-r-KoberttKm 
and lad with stoups, and another » and* pnly Demjpsey, came in. They 
then came down, and she would not give them drink ; they nt last wcHPtt 
away. Dempsey gave the last one.widi the >^ater«$toup8 a push out at 
the door, and tried to shut it, but one of them pulled him out ; one of 
-than with stoqps M^'and stoups from him. Battle began immediately 
.after .man with stoups fell; Robertson brought in by four <^them ; flimg 
him down, he bleedii^ much at head and ^ce ; was placed by her hKHr 
band on kitchen floor; husband said he would go fior the gu^vd as 
this man is dead»<-^the one of them who came back to kitchen, fiom 
«tair, struck liim with candlestick ;; at the time he got: blows, was 
^own : Robertson lay down on bed afterwards ; crept below it, and 
was taken out &om there, — husband away for IS minutes.; jupb still 
threatening violently, and, at last, first shot went offy — shot went off 
before husband went away, just .as be was going out of window ; by 
die noise of the knodb, believes the mob had stidcs and stopek 
There were stones thrown at the windows ; five panes hvcbd. ; only 
(Hie small stone next dlty on the floor ; panes of under case All broke ; 
none broke in. the upper part. 

Captaik S!HBAjaMi%N,«-Commanded a detadunent of ISth re^7 
menu in. July last; when come. to the. house, saw two soldiers; 
called to them to surrender; one of them asdd he would, but ftfiraid 
ci* being murdered by the mob ; would, if witness , protect him, come 
down ; told them to eome down and he would protect them firami th<$ 
mob ; called out to them who he was ; instantly can^ d(mn tioheH 
Xe said be toould protect them. Immediately gave up their muskets 
into witnesses h^d,^— Surrage and Dempsey the two who cam^ 
down ; • not bejng of his oompany^ doeft not know the character cf the 
men. 

. : ' . Gross*extmtinedp'^TLhQse' at the window said they would > suxren-? 
^; could not swear these two at th^ window were Surrag^ and 
Dei^psey ; but these are the two who surrendered their mui^eCs,?-* 
There was akb on^* musket brought down without lock. If it had not 
been for the ioterfereoee of Lennox and some other respiectable in- 
dividuds, witness^ bdieves the mob, would have attacked the party, 
from the language they used. The men seemed to have been drink-* 
sng, but not drunlL; appear0d to have been more alarmed thaa drunk* 
• . Martha. JAMi;s4toN,r-4aiows only Linch ; had seen him three oc 
four times at Greeaock ; was in Green^ok in Jnly last ; remembers an 
9Aaj ; first saw soldiero running, and people a&ar tbem» the formes 
Ueeding^ . Witness saw the soldiers running dowd to house in Sb»ik^ 
ncm's dose ; gciod many of the town's people had sUones or sticks ; 
not sure which ; saw soldiers run into one Cpchrane'srT*Mob hycoke one 
0f windows ; was a high window ; does not know whc^h^r there were 
shutters on lower windows, — saw mbb trying to break up lower win- 
dows. Witness, in the close, saw mob beating both at door and win- 
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4aw, iteani inob imnitig soWers for firiDg,«^l]ttard ohoe 0r twlci^ 
a voice from window, ' titke care,* immediately before firing ; tbis 
each time a shot was fired. 

Cross-Examined — Caimot say saw either stonci or stick in hand^ 
of mob ; but from noise, . positive they were stones that were thrown 
at the window. 

Sir William Williams* Has been Lieutenant-colonel of the 

13th r^gfmeht many years, before came to Glasgow; never had 
afiy uproar with people. Has many testimonials in favour, Surrage 
is an excellent man, and Captain always had the greatest regard foi* 
Mm. Dempsey is a man giveil to liquor ; is not cruel or likely to shed 
blood rashly. Knows Beck well, has an excellent character. £lliot 
k a quiet 1*601111 ; has tiot been long with the regiment. Lyndv 
is also a Bepniit, abd has borne a good character while with the re^ 
giment. ' 

The Lok* Advoca'Te then f ose and addressed the Jury 
for the Crown. He set out with observing^ that a great 
degree ctf strong popular feeling had been excited by the 
melancholy occurrence which had given rise to this trialj 
and it was deemed expedient on this account, that the triil 
should take place here, rather than in the west country, lest, 
had the case been tried in that quarter, the Jury might be 
supposed to be in sortie measure influenced by the general 
tone of sentiment said to prevail there, to the prejudice of 
these unfortunate individuals. After all the evidence which 
had been gone through, he was obliged to confess that 
be was not yet thoroughly satisfied himself as to the man- 
ner in which the quarrel originated wWch jgave rise to 
the lamentable catastrophe which followed* The account 
of it given by the boy Mitchell appeared to him to* be 
the most clear^ natural, and consistent, tie was confident 
that had the soldiers retired into their lodgings in Quin^9 
house by themselves, when attacked by the tnob, they 
would have been suffered to remain there completely unmo^ 
lested. But they dragged in along with them one Robert- 
son, whom, after they h^ got into the house, they treated 
with the most base and horrid barbarity ; beating the wretch- 
ed man on the head with a candlestick till he was almost 
bereft of existence. And was it surprising that the multi- 
tude around the door should have tried every means in theii' 
power to deliver the junhappy victim firom tis perilous si-' 
tuation, and assaulted with all their strength every entrapce 
to a bouse where they were convinced the most cruel mur**' 
der was committing^ The learned Lord then ' proeeed*^ 
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«d to give the Jury a short summary of the facts addudec) 
in evidence against the pannels. He dwelt strongly on the cir- 
cumstance of their having fired after the mob had dispersed,' 
And the guard had been at the house, and after they had remov- 
ed into custody the individuals whom they pretended to be af- 
fraid of ; on Pearson's dying declaration that the soldiers 
^19 fired took a direct aim at him ; and on their exercising 
^ most barbarous, and criiel spirit, down to the very last 
indment The first question he would submit to tliem was^ 
how far the presence of those prisoners who were not proven 
io have been actual perpetrators of the crime^ involved a 
participation in it. Mere presence is sufficient jto .connect 
an individual with a crime in all cases where the crime has 
been previously concerted, and where every one present at 
its commission either had a part in its contrivance, or must 
have bieen aware of what was to be perpetrated ; but in all 
cases again where the crime is not the result of any previous 
concerted plan, the law does not require that all present 
should be condemned, unless it be proven that they have taken 
an active part in the crime. The learned Lord then quot- 
ed two cases from Hume illustrative of this doctrine. On this ac- 
count he was inclined to think that although the prisoners Beck, 
Lynch and Elliot were proven to have been present in the room 
from whence the firing proceeded, yet as the proof of tlieir im- 
plication went no further, he would consent to a verdict of 
acquittal being pronounced in favour of them. The reason 
why Clinton, though liberated without trial, was included in 
the indictment, was not because he was thought guilty, but 
because it was wished that all who were suspected of partici- 
pating in the crime might be brought to trial, that the coun- 
try might be satisfied, and that such as were innocent might, 
. by their acquittal, be thus freed from any stigma which might 
otherwise attach to their character. But while he consented to 
the acquittal of these men, he could not do so against the other 
two unfortunate individuals, SurrageandDempsey. He was sor- 
ry, truly sorry, to say his duty, and a painful duty it was, com- 
pelled him to demand averdictof murder. These men were both 
seen with arms in their hands, arms too which were proven to 
have been their own. With these arms they were seen to have 
fired, and, after their firing, men were seen to fall. It was a 
matter of no consequence whether or not it was made out 
which of the pannels fired at the respective individuals kill- 
ed, — ^whoever of them it was, they were both alike guilty. He 
imderstobd the plea of drunkenness was laid hold of by the 
prisoners counsel^ as a ground of defence ; but Mr. Hume ex- 
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pressly declares, that this, instead of being an allevratlon, is 
♦ aji aggravation of guilt ; and even if it were an extenuation, 
the facts of tlie case do not authorise the supposition of their 
having been in a state of intoxication. All the witnesses ex- 
amined upon that point, concur in stating that, although they 
were a little the worse of liquor, they were perfectly sensible 
of what they were about. Nor would the plea of self-defence, 
he was afraid, be any more successful. Before a man be jus- 
tified in taking the life of another, in self-defence, it is neces- 
sary his life be in danger. It is not enough even that he him- 
seli should imagine so, — the facts and circumstances of the 
case must warrant such an idea ; and though his life should at 
one time be in danger, yet if an interval of safety should inter- 
vene, an act of violence becomes no longer justifiable. Had 
they fired when attacked by the mob in the streets, the \)\e^ 
of self-defence might be urged with more plausibility; 
but did they not discharge their fire-arms after they had 
sheltered themselves in me house? — after the only indi- 
viduals, whom they pretended to be afraid of, w^ere taken 
into custody ; and after the period when they might have se- 
cured their own safety, by obtaining the protection of the 
guard. Simpson and Pearson had been shot after the 
guard had been at the house. Had not the crowd de- 
sisted from their attacks, and retreated to a considera- 
ble distance from the house ? Did not Morrison cry out 
to them that he was a watchman, and that, instead of 
wishing to do them anv mischief, he wished to protect 
them ? Had they really been alarmed for their safety, would ' 
they not have begged protection from the guard when they 
first came ? Have solicited them to relieve them from their 
peril, and to have entered the house on purpose to defend 
them. — But they did no $uch thing. There was in reality 
no ground for, apprehension ; for, granting the crowd had not 
been perfectly peaceable at the time the murderous acts 
were perpetrated, — ^granting they had been still attacking the 
house, how was it possible an unarmed multitude could have 
ascended a narrow stair in opposition to six men armed, 
and possessed of ammunition. 

The learned Lord concluded with observing, that it 
was necessary the army should be taught, by their verdict, 
that they are not wantonly to use against the lives of their 
countrymen the arms with which their Sovereign has in-. 
vested them for their country's defence, and that they are 
boimd- tb respect their feHow-subjects, and treat with rever- 
ftnee thcH^ laws which they are to set up for the enforcing and 
protecting ot 



:I4iK, Mekzies then rose to address the Jary for the pri<n 
soners. ^he prisoners at the bar laboured under very 
peculiar disadvantages^ Attempts had been mad^, in the 
West Country, to prejudice the minds of the people against 
them; and the events which had occurred in Glasgow, 
previous to the melancholy circumstance which had ori« 
ginated this trial, had been made a handle for de&ming 
them. But they would remember the high character given by 
Sir William Williams, their commanding officer, who de-» 
pohed, that before they came to Glasgow, they were as 
peaceable a regiment as any in the army. There was Hq 
evidence, he said, of the person Morrison, mentioned in 
the indictment, having been killed. For although they 
^ave it in evidence that one Morrison was killed, there 
is no proof of his having been the son of Morrison, as there 
described, — The learned Counsel then went over the difc 
ferent paits of the evidence, the whole of which he en^ 
deavoured to shew, was full of discrepancies, and inconsisten-* 
cies. He thought there was nothing to lead, them to suppose 
the soldiers knew that the individual, Simpson, was really a 
watchman, as his dress was in all respects similar to a sailor, 
and his telling them he was so, was no reason why they were 
bound to believe him. As to Pearson, he maintained, that 
from the manner in which the bullet was said to have per* 
forated his body, and from there having been the mark of a 
ball upon the window shutter near where be fell, there 
was strong reason for believing that the ball had first hit the 
window, and had wounded him in flying back. But granting 
they had been shot by the individuals in the house, it was ne* 
cessary, before the Jury could bring in a verdict of murder, 
that they should be satisfied which of the pannels it was who 
$hot on the actual occasion ; and having decided this, they 
were bound to acquit the other. They could not bring them 
in guilty, art and part, as that charge was not laid against 
them in the close of the indictment. From the evidence it 
was clear that Pempsey and Surrage were not to blame fol* 
having dragged in and maltreated the inilividual Robert* 
son, which was said to be the cause of their being attack* 
ed. The guilt of barbarously beating him on the head 
with a candlestick he had every reason to believe attache^ 
to the individual Clinton, for he had 4^clared there were 
none of the military in the kitchen but himself at the timo 
this inhuman treatment was inflicted. The lepirned iCOutise]| 
concluded by observing that if they were constraint tD £wfi| 
^^ prisopers^ilty, they would not bilp he yf$9 w^ivm 
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16 raarit the ti^ide dfstinction ivhich prevailed between theii* 
case and that of murder coolly and deliberately inflicted, and 
for the accomplishment of some nefarious purpose. They 
would, he hoped, take into view the peculiar circumstances 
in which the prisoners were placed : in imminent danger of 
their lives— ^irritated to the extreme by the wounds they had 
received— 'and their minds disordered by the state of partial 
intoxication in which they were — all which circumstances 
must have a powerful effect in extenuating their guilt in the 
eyes of a just and dispassionate jury, 

. The Lord Justice-Clerk then proceeded to sum up the 
evidence to the Jury. It was impossible, he said, from the 
fiicts in this case, to construe the acts which had beenperpe^ 
trated into those of culpable homicide. The learned coun-i^ 
sel was wrong in supposing that the Jury could not find 
a verdict of murder against the prisoners generally in the 
different cases libelled in the indictment, because although 
the charge of actor or art and part was not libelled at the 
dose of the indictment, it was distinctly specified in the minor 
proposition. And with regard to the general crime of mur*f 
der, .they are distinctly chargid as actors or art and part. 
J^nd Hume says that it is sufiicient if this charge is contained 
either at the close of the libel or in any other part. He 
agreed witli the prisoner's counsel that there was not such a 
specification of -facts as to establish satisfactorily the death 
of Morrison i and that the three prisoners Lynch, Beck and 
Elliot were not shewn to have participated in the crime, 
and were therefore entitled to a verdict of Not Proven. But 
with regard to the guilt of the oth^r two. unfortunate pan«- 
nels^ Surrage ^nd Dempsey, he was sorry to say, the same 
view could hot be taken. There was tio proof of any 
violence having been committed against these men so as to 
authorise the acts which had been committed. One Martha 
Jamieson had been called to prove that the windows of the 
house where they had sheltered themselves had been violent^* 
ly assailed with stones so as to be driven in. But they 
were to judge what degree of credit they were to give to 
this witness. For his own part he must say that her style 
of evidence appeared rather singular. There was so much 
light, she said, as to enable her to perceive perfectly well 
that the upper siish of the window was knocked in, but she 
was completely at a loss, by means of the same light, to form 
«ay idea of the features of those \eho stood at tne window, 
It i^ evident that this witness contradicts the testimony pf 
OoBltaiva dtt U^ tile thisit^r driving in the mh. AH ih^ 
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other witoesses declare that the windows of the upper sash 
were not broken, and it was certainly as singular a circum- 
stance as can well be imagined if showers of stones could 
have come upon the window and yet no harm be done to 
the upper part of iu Lennox, the superintendant of police, 
declares, that there was no harm done to the upper sash, but 
that it was evidently pulled down by those withiuv Besides, 
it is most evident and indisputable, that men were seen 
leaning out of that window for a great length of time with- 
out interruption, and could it be supposed this would have 
been the case had the window been violently assailed ; 
would not the parties within have anxiously retired further 
back in order to avoid the danger ? There were two cir* 
cumstances that ipad^ strong against the prisoner's defence, 
which he would particularly allude to : the first was, that 
when Cochran the landlord of the house upon the arrival 
of the guard came up to Surrage and Dempsey, and told 
them that he had brought the guard to them, Dempsey 
uttered a great oath, and swore he would blow his brains 
out for doing so. Now he certainly thought it very strange 
if they were really in that ihiminent danger in which the 
counsel maintained they were, or if they had been really 
impressed with the idea that they were in danger from the 
mob, would they have used such an expression, — ^would 
they have been enraged at Cochran for bringing the 
guard to their reliefr Would they not on the contrary 
have been highly grateful to Cochi;an for what he had done, 
and overjoyed at the idea of the protection which they 
would by their means be afforded. The other circumstance 
was that they fired not only before the guard came, but after 
they had departed, and done all for their safety which they 
requested them to do, by taking eway the two sailors at the 
door whom they pointed out to them as the only cause of their 
alarm. It was true, as had been maintained, that when the 
guard pame the last time, Surrage called out to them that they 
werp afraid of the mob, apd that if they would promise topro-> 
tect jhem from their violence, that they would come down. 
N0W9 it must be remarked, that this was after they had fired 
repeatedly upon the people, and their firing had done so much 
iBxecution ; and he would say, that at this time, it was not at 
all unnatural they should have been in considerable alarm 
from the crowd. They knew well, that if they had fallen 
into their hands, they had-nothing to look for but vengeance^ 
after the atrocious acts of violence which they had committed. 
But this was no reason for their haying bad owae for alann 
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previbus to the firings. No symptom of violence was sheWn ; 
there was no indication of attack at the time when Simpson 
and Pearson were shot The crowd were at that time per- 
fectly peaceable, and standing at a great distance ; andj in 
point of law, unless there is decided provocation at the very 
moment that the violence is offered, the attack is in every res- 
pect as criminal as if there had been n6 provocation at any 
time. The attack upon Pearson, beyond doubt, constituted 
murder; and it did not matter whether the ball struck him 
directly, or hit him after first striking upon the wall. 
His Lordship then made a few remarks on the evidence of 
Clinton* He did not think his testimony entitled to much 
consideration^ He agreed with the prisoners' Counsel in the 
conviction that he was the individual who had so barbarously 
maltreated Robertson, with the end of the candlestick. There 
was one circumstance which convinced him as much as any 
thing of the peaceable and inoffensive character of the crowd, 
and that was, that they did not offer the smallest violence to 
the military, upon taking into custody the sailors, at the 
request of Surrage and jDempsey, even although they saw 
they had been doing no harm at the time they were taken 
up. His Lordship then alluded to the good character which 
had been bestowed upon Surrage, by his officer. A good 
character ought to weigh very strongly with a Jury, when 
the evidence of guilt is doubtful and unsatisfactory ; but in 
a clear case, like the present, where the crime is so effectual- 
ly brought home to the prisoner, it was to be of little or 
no avail. The decision, he hoped, would be of great con* 
sequence to the country, and form a very useful lesson to 
the military. It would convince them that though they 
would undoubtedly be protected in the discharge of their 
duty, yet if they took upon them to violate the law which 
they were bound to protect, their conduct would be visited 
with exemplary punishment. 

His Lordship's address, which displayed a great degree 
of eloquence, and strength of argument, occupied the Court 
for about two hours. 

The jury now returned a viva voce verdict, finding Beck 
not guilty; the indictment against Elliot and Lynch, Not 
Proven; and Surrage and Dempsey, Guilty of the murder 
of Simpson and Pearson only, but unanimously recommended 
Surrage to mercy. 

The trial occupied eighteen hours and a half, and the 
Court adjourned at half-past four on Wednesday morning, 
to half past ten. 
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The Court accordingly met at half-past ten oVlock, oi| 
AVednesday, when John Dempsey and Robert Surrage^ 
were brought to the bar to receive sentence. 

The verdict of the Jury being read : 

LoitD Gillies said, it now became the duty of their Lord-* 
ships to give effect to the impartial verdict which had been 
pronounced by an attentive and intelligent Jury^ against the 
unhappy prisoners now at the bar. He felt himself bound 
to say, that a fairer or more equal trial he had never witness^ 
ed ; and that the pannels had been most ably defended. He 
conceived, and suggested, that the verdict of the Jury had 
left no alternative in the breasts of the Court, but they musi 
fitithfuUy adrtiinister the full penalty which the. law, both 
human and divine, had pronounced against the crime of which 
the pannels had been found guilty; and with the tQOst painful 
and heartfelt feelings, he had to propose, that the prisoners 
be taken from the bar to the place from whence they earner 
Qnd be executed, in the manner which the law prescribes, at 
Edinburgh, on Wednesday the 13th day of December next» 
Participating in the regret which his learned brothers, and 
^11 humane persons, must feel, that such a solemn example 
should be unavoidable, he trusted, ivhile it would serve to 
convince the military in particular, that the weapons which 
they wore were entrusted to them for the defence and not for 
the destruction of their peaceable fellow->citizens,'-r-it would 
also demonstrate to the other classes of his Majesty's subjectS5 
that, the law, and the administration of the law, are even 
handed $ and that it would serve as a warning to all classes of 
Qien not to indulge a rancorous spirit, and not. to surrender 
their better feelings to the indiscriminate and uncontroulable 
fury of a tumultuous indignation. 

Lord Pitmilly. His Lordship said that he never had 
{^dressed their Lordships under deeper or more acute suf* 
fering than on the present occasion ; but it could not fail 
to be satisfactory to the pannels themselves, conservative of 
the country^ and important to the comfort of us all, that in 
this, or in any other criminal court, never did Counsel, 
Jury, and every person concerned and bound to interfere, 
conduct themselves with more ability and propriety than has 
been exemplified by all the parties concerned in this trials 
7he Jury have shown, throughout this case, an attention that 
reflects on them the highest credit. The verdict was the only 
one that could have been pronounced without danger to tlie 
country. It was impossible to suppose the peace of a garrison 
town could ever be preserved, if such an outrage aqd vio« 



ienw^ H% h«d beein ptoveA hg^imt tW (^ann^Is, were t6 pnttn 
tiDptifiished ; andl the h^n^nce niimed» wed the only one ia 
their Lord»h}p» |H>wer^ to^$ pnihe unforttmate panneh at 
the bar.^ 

• The liORD Justice Cierk. Prisoners at the bar^ It ia. 
with the most itnfeigned reluctance, I assure youi that the 
C!ourt foel themselves ccmstrained to perform the presekit 
mosi paihAiI duty. You hai'e been convicted by the ye>-dict 
of a mokt intelligent, pptieijt* and attentive Jury of youc 
cotintrymen, of a wilful, unjujstifiable, and heinous murder.. 
It is fatjVdry far fro<n my intention, or wish to aggravate the- 
pdigiiahcy of that distress which Ip^rqeive, at this momfcnt^ 
pressing most heavily upon your hearts ; but it is my duty to^ 
[$tate to you, as I stated, this iDorning, that the unalterable 
verdict of a Jury has placed. yoU: in a situation which ft>rbid$- 
you to repose with conSdence ^n the mercy of any earthly 
tribunal ; and that your only ceaponable hope must depend 
en yoiiv making your peace with the Pivine Judge of all tho 
woi4d^ to whom, I tviist sincerely, you have, already direicted 
your supplications* With the ^inoerest belief in the impofi^ 
tance of the consideration/ to the prisoners at the bor, in re^ 
coiutiHng them to the juatice. of the sentence which has beeit^ 
already considered and det^rmiiied ^n by the Court, and i;^ 
kading thein to seek consolation where alone it is to be fotmd^ 
Igst me again urge upom your attention what has been so pro-> 
JDeriy suggtesaeA to your minds by my learned brother on th© 
Kiglit, (Lot A Gillies) that it is not alone by the law of mati^ 
that the penalty of your crime i» determinable, but the in- 
scrutable and. irreversahle decree vf the Most High has or^ 
(hailed that ** Whoaoefver shed^leth the blood of man, by matt* 
shall his blood be shed/' Prisov^rs^ the law of man, a4 
ife'respcctaFyour great crime, fdrmed upon the basis of thi^, 
dkcr^ 4ibw demands for its own piseservation, as fur as thi&. 
Contt iff coocerned, the admlnistriition of its penalty in youf 
OBise ;.and I trcnst iivOod^ as my learned brothers have al** 
xea45 ^hsi»^-ved^ the effects of.thiil ex^elple will be solitary 
on the country at large, and, in particukr, oti that body ot 
vlea ivl^ dm entitled,, when' kkwfiU^ called out, to use their 
anus in aadi^of the aivil poMr^r, for the protecition of tb& liber-- 
ti^ of tiieiii country ; but th^y are i9tot to use th^m a$ th^ ' 
meast&of a^ggvesHion on the^peace, freedom, and lives of tbeii;^ 
fellow gtibjeets ; and> though^ when lawfully called duty thiaf^ 
eft^rtitcms' and intrepidity of those spirited men which cOtn-^ 
poge the military sennbe of the country, whi^b^I trust ^ 
nSd^l triii^ai^^tiiiejr/ef^ have been available^^n primer occftf^Qn%» 



«ftdt|<^* t repeat 'those lawful'cxeriionsWiB Always ferititfe dl6itt- 
Ik/the honottr and respect of their country; yet when their ^* 
^pttons are wantonly, unprovok6dlj% and unjtfetjfiabJy direct- 
ed against the laws they ai'e bound to obey and protect,--, 
they must answer for their oonduot before an Impartial Jury 
of their country^ andbeforea ©ouPt of Justice tb^t is deters 
mined to uphold the. law. .The only object the Goust- had 
had' i^' view was, that the truth of the ftcts should be n^add 
evident, aod the law of the land impartiaMy applied; and ]^ 
hope it will teach the country 'tovalue- and respeat this de-* 
visions of its courts. I pray to Almighty Sod that he may 
lead you to look well to your fftture conduct, daring the 
ihdrt time which the sentence of the law can allow you to 
continue in this world. I "am sorry to announce to jon^ 
John Dempsfey, that the verdict.of the Jury being unaceom-^. 
panied by any implied extenuation of your guilt, there is not) 
the least prospect that, in this world, a pardon can be exM 
tended to you;' and sorry am I to find that the circum-^ 
stances of your case would not have justified a reedmmen-' 
dation of mercy in the verdict finding you guilty. Let me^; 
thereibre, most solemnly' entreat you to prepare yourself 
for the approach of tbtit^dtssolution on- the verge of whicb 
you arestandirig.' As to you, Robert Surrage, although I 
shall most- certainly concur with my leawied brothers,, ia 
communicating the Jurys recommendation of mercy, to tha 
proper quarter, you mu^t be duly sensible that the /fate of 
that recommepdfttion does not rest with the Court ' It is,, 
therefore, incumbent on- you, as wrfl as on your unfor^ 
tunate companion, now that you are shortly to appear before 
the judgment' seat of Christ, — and in order that- you may> 
be able to appear there in a more favour2:d)IeJig^t than .yQUt 
have appeared in here,- it becomes us. to diarge y»u ta 
examine the inmost reees$es of your heart, and to searcb 
die- Scriptures, with the aid of the religious counsel of those 
who- win be ready to administer it, that you. may be able to 
make your peaoie wi};h God. I have-now. iq declarts to youc 
the sentence of the Court. 

' His Ldrd^hip then read the sentence authorised^}* the Act,^ 

to prevent the cri«ie of murder.^ — That they be ^ecuted at 

' Edinburgh on Wednesday theLSth -of December next, be-> 

tween the h6urs of eight and teno'Clock morning, and their: 

bodies 'be aAerwArds given* tO'Dr. Monro. for dissectioui 

The prisbders* are good4ookini;» young men, and appe^r-^ 
ed' in grekt'agonyt of rnind^ particularly Surmgey who dic^ 
ijot oease to i»ed tears from the time: the vevdic^j i^»% ^x&y 
Qpunced* . i 

jiKDXRMff i S^TcMs Priniers, 
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